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Atchison Blue: A Search for Silence, A Spiritual Home, and A Living Faith by Judith Valente and
published by Ave Maria Press. In this meditative spiritual memoir, Judith Valente, celebrated PBS
religion journalist and celebrated poet, invites readers along on her transformative pilgrimages to
Mount St. Scholastica monastery in Atchison, Kansas. The Benedictine sisters who invited Valente
presented her with a view of monastic life and wisdom that brought spiritual healing to her fastpaced life—and promises to do the same for her readers.
The first time Judith Valente arrived at Mount St. Scholastica monastery, she came prepared to
teach a course on poetry and the soul. Instead, she found herself the student, taking lessons from
the Benedictine sisters in the healing nature of silence, how to cultivate habits of mindful living, and
the freeing reality that conversion is a lifelong process.
With the heart of a poet and the eye of a journalist, Valente tells how her many visits and interviews with the
Benedictine sisters forced her to confront aspects of her own life that needed healing—a journey that will invite readers
to healing of their own. A beautiful and heartfelt work that crosses The Cloister Walk with Tuesdays with Morrie,
Atchison Blue will resonate with readers of Thomas Merton, Henri Nouwen, Mary Gordon, and Anne Lamott. Ave Maria
Press, $15.95

The Art of Pausing is built upon haiku by one of the three authors, all Christians, inspired by
the ninety-nine names of God found in the Koran. Each haiku is accompanied by a reflection
by the same author or an abstract photo of nature by Brother Paul. This book is for anyone
who loves beauty, has a penchant for reflection, yet feels overworked and overwhelmed.
ACTA Publishing, $14.95.

Echoes of the Word by Enzio Bianchi. “Abba, give me a word!” So young monks and visitors to desert
monasteries would address an elder at the beginning of the 4th century. These seekers believed that a
word originating outside oneself would descend into the heart and give direction to one’s inner life.
Enzo Bianchi has tried to let himself be guided by this tradition in Words of Spirituality and Hope. These
“words” are not listed alphabetically or by theme. They are arranged to take you on a journey. Through
the use of allusions and cross-references, one term evokes another, explains it in part, and sets aside
some elements of its definition to be taken up further on. At the heart of the book is the conviction
that life has meaning: it is not our task to invent or determine that meaning but simply to discover it present and active - in and around us. Paraclete Press, $15.99.

Midrash: Reading the Bible with Question Marks by Sandy Eisenberg Sasso. The rabbis of old believed
that the Torah was divinely revealed and therefore contained eternal, perfect truths and hidden
meaning that required elucidation. The meaning of a text was more complicated than simply reading it.
And meaning changed over time. This understanding of how the Bible mystically relates to all of life is
the fertile ground from which Midrash emerged. Rabbi Sasso explores how Midrash originated, how it is
still used today, and offers new translations and interpretations of more than twenty essential Midrash
texts. Paraclete Press, $14.99

In The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind (1994) Mark Noll offered a forthrightly critical assessment of the
state of evangelical thinking and scholarship. Now, nearly twenty years later, in a sequel more attuned
to possibilities than to problems, Noll updates his earlier assessment and charts a positive way forward
for evangelical scholarship. Noll's Jesus Christ and the Life of the Mind shows how the orthodox
Christology confessed in the ancient Christian creeds, far from hindering or discouraging serious
scholarship, can supply the motives, guidance, and framework for learning. Christian faith, Noll argues,
can richly enhance intellectual engagement in the various academic disciplines -- and he demonstrates
how by applying his insights to the fields of history (his own area of expertise), science, and biblical
studies in particular. Eerdmans, $25.00

Playing God: Redeeming the Gift of Power by Andy Crouch. Power corrupts—as we've seen time and
time again. People too often abuse their power and play god in the lives of others. Shady politicians,
corrupt executives and ego-filled media stars have made us suspicious of those who wield influence
and authority. They too often breed injustice by participating in what the Bible calls idolatry.
Yet power is also the means by which we bring life, create possibilities, offer hope and make human
flourishing possible. This is "playing god" as it is meant to be. If we are to do God's work—fight

injustice, bring peace, create beauty and allow the image of God to thrive in those around us—how are we to do these
things if not by power? With his trademark clear-headed analysis, Andy Crouch unpacks the dynamics of power that
either can make human flourishing possible or can destroy the image of God in people. While the effects of power are
often very evident, he uncovers why power is frequently hidden. He considers not just its personal side but the
important ways power develops and resides in institutions. Throughout Crouch offers fresh insights from key biblical
passages, demonstrating how Scripture calls us to discipline our power. Wielding power need not distort us or others,
but instead can be stewarded well. An essential book for all who would influence their world for the good. IVP, $25.00

Reinventing Liberal Christianity by Theo Hobson. Why the tradition of liberal Christianity fell apart
and how to revive it. In this provocative book Theo Hobson addresses the current crisis of liberal
Christianity. In past years liberal Christianity challenged centuries of authoritarian tradition and had
great political influence. It played a major role in the founding of the United States and gave rise to
the secular liberalism that we take for granted. But liberal Christianity today is widely dismissed as a
watering-down of the faith, and more conservative forms of Christianity are increasingly dominant.
Can the liberal Christian tradition recover its influence?
Hobson puts forth a bold theory about why liberal Christianity collapsed and how it can be
reinvented. He argues that a simple revival is not possible, because liberal Christianity consists of
two traditions — a good tradition that must be salvaged and a bad tradition that must be repudiated. Reinventing
Liberal Christianity untangles these two traditions with a fascinating survey of Christian thought from the Reformation to
the present and, further, aims to transform liberal Christianity through the rediscovery of faith and ritual. Eerdmans,
$30.00. Read more about the book in a blog post by Hobson on EerdWord.

But Where Is the Lamb?: Imagining the Story of Abraham and Isaac, by James Goodman.
“I didn’t think he’d do it. I really didn’t think he would. I thought he’d say, whoa, hold on, wait a
minute. We made a deal, remember, the land, the blessing, the nation, the descendants as
numerous as the sands on the shore and the stars in the sky.”
So begins James Goodman’s original and urgent encounter with one of the most compelling and
resonant stories ever told — God’s command to Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac. A mere
nineteen lines in the book of Genesis, it rests at the heart of the history, literature, theology, and
sacred rituals of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. For more than two millennia, people throughout
the world have grappled with the troubling questions about sacrifice, authority, obedience, and
faith to which the story gives rise. Writing from the vantage of “a reader, a son, a Jew, a father, a
skeptic, a historian, a lover of stories, and a writer,” Goodman gives us an enthralling narrative history that moves from
its biblical origins to its place in the cultures and faiths of our time…. Schocken Books, $25.00
Thomas Merton, the Trappist monk who died in 1968, was one of the great spiritual writers of the
twentieth century. His published works include a hundred volumes in many genres. But it was
perhaps in the essay that he found his natural element. Especially in the last decade of his life,
Merton showed in his essays an increasing willingness to dispense with pre-fabricated conclusions,
bringing his deeply spiritual, profoundly Catholic sensibility to bear on matters beyond the usual
religious and monastic milieu.
This volume, Thomas Merton, Selected Essays edited by Patrick F. O’Connell is the first to provide
a broad cross-section of Merton's work as an essayist, collecting pieces that reflect characteristic
examples of his astonishing output and the fantastic breadth of his interests. The 33 essays
collected here range from interreligious dialogue to racial justice, from the wisdom of the desert
fathers to the novels of Faulkner and Camus, from the nuclear threat to the philosophy of solitude,
and throughout, the centrality of the Christian mystery to authentic human identity. Orbis Books, $50.00.
Worship Across the Racial Divide: Religious music and the Multiracial Congregation by Gerardo
Marti. Many scholars and church leaders believe that music and worship style are essential in
stimulating diversity in congregations. Gerardo Marti draws on interviews with more than 170
congregational leaders and parishioners, as well as his experiences participating in worship services
in a wide variety of Protestant, multiracial Southern Californian churches, to present this insightful
study of the role of music in creating congregational diversity.
Worship across the Racial Divide offers a surprising conclusion: that there is no single style of
worship or music that determines the likelihood of achieving a multiracial church. Far more
important are the complex of practices of the worshipping community in the production and
absorption of music. Multiracial churches successfully diversify by stimulating unobtrusive means of interracial and
interethnic relations; in fact, preparation for music apart from worship gatherings proves to be just as important as its
performance during services. Marti shows that aside from and even in spite of the varying beliefs of attendees and
church leaders, diversity happens because music and worship create practical spaces where cross-racial bonds are
formed. This groundbreaking book sheds light on how race affects worship in multiracial churches. It will allow a new
understanding of the dynamics of such churches, and provide crucial aid to church leaders for avoiding the pitfalls that
inadvertently widen the racial divide. Oxford University Press, $29.95.

