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Kibera is said to be the second largest
slum in the world. Just outside of Nairobi, it
has a population of 700,000 people, packed
into five square kilometers of land. I knew
when I signed up to visit Kenya that I’d be
confronted with poverty—but I had never
conceived of a slum this vast and dense.

We were given two
instructions when we
visited. One, do not
wear open-toe shoes
(having more churches
in Kibera than toilets,
you can see the wis-
dom in this advice). And two, do not lose
sight of your guide (no map could record
all the alleys, passages, and winding paths
of Kibera—once you’re lost, you’re thorough-
ly lost).

We split into groups of three in an attempt
to better “blend in.” Each group had its own
guide, a Kibera resident, who introduced us to
families, ministries and homes. We were wel-
comed into 12’x12’ dwellings, invited to ask
questions and share our own lives, and we
were prayed for. With each new introduction,
we saw more and more beyond the squalor.
We were helped to put a face on Kibera and to
give shape to the hope found there. 

Kate Kooyman

(continued on page 2)A Kibera church

Kate

Intercultural Immersion:  Kenya

Tanner Smith, Paul Smith, Tim Sluiter, Rowland Van Es, Kyle Vohlken, Kate Kooyman,
Sara Appleyard, Dustyn Keepers, Mark Reynoso, Joel VanderWal, Dan Michael, Brad Gray

I n January a group of students,
faculty and RCA friends trav-
eled to Kenya for the first WTS

Kenya Intercultural Immersion trip.
RCA missionaries Rowland and Jane
Van Es hosted their stay, mostly
spent on the campus of St. Paul’s
United Theological College in Limuru,

where Rowland and Jane both teach.
Since English is one of the official

languages of Kenya, many conversa-
tions were possible with a variety of
people. The WTS group met students
and heard lectures by faculty. They
visited Christians in rural and urban
settings, as well as spent time at an

AIDS/HIV clinic. They also visited a
mosque and spent time discussing
and learning about Christian-Muslim
relations.

Two Western Seminary students
reflect on their experiences...

As our group of
Western Seminary
students landed at
the international
airport in Muscat,
Oman, on the
southeast corner
of the Arabian

Peninsula, we were already culturally
dislocated. By the time RCA mission-
ary Michael Bos met us outside the
terminal, we had encountered a cul-
ture in which language, dress and
religion were far different from that
we had left in Holland, Michigan.
In a nation where Islam is the state
religion and where proselytizing is
against the law, we wondered how we
could possibly become acquainted
with the Omanis.

During the first afternoon of our
visit, the cultural barriers began to be
bridged. Four of our students were
invited to join some Omani boys in a
soccer match outside the RCA’s Al
Amana Centre where we stayed.
Soon a small crowd gathered to
watch as the Omani boys took the
Americans to school. Each afternoon
of our visit we were invited to join the
locals in friendly soccer competition.
On the day of our departure the
Omanis presented the students with
gifts and well-wishes.

In this form of cross-cultural inter-
action, we did not resolve crucial
theological differences regarding the
deity of Christ, the nature of the Trinity,
or the meaning of grace. The many
issues which create tensions between
Muslims and Christians were not
resolved. Yet these afternoon soccer
matches helped to lower some of the
personal barriers of mistrust and
misunderstanding. For some of our
students, the soccer matches were
the highlight of our experience in
Oman. Doesn’t God work in surprising
and remarkable ways?

Grace and peace, in Christ,

DNV
President Dennis N. Voskuil
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How are you?”
in unison. At
first I would
answer, “Fine,
and you?” but
soon I noticed
my guide
chuckling at my
attempts to
reciprocate
conversation.
He explained
that having
learned the
phrase from
western
tourists, what
the children

meant was something closer to “White
people are here!” than an inquiry about
my day.  American visitors to the slum,
cameras safely concealed under their
coats, had been unable to resist engaging
the darling faces around them, so they
had asked that quintessential question
which never expects an answer: “How are
you?” 

I realized that I all-too-often treat
poverty the same way. Unable to bear the
reality of my affluence when faced with
another’s need, I pay lip-service to the
situation. I observe, study, and pray
about poverty, without ever expecting the
reality of poverty in the world—within the

body of Christ, even—to change me.
Essentially, I join those who ask, “How
are you?” to those bright-eyed faces,
never really expecting an answer,
because the God whom I understand
doesn’t make sense in the face of that
reality. 

Kibera. God’s great city. Later that
week, our group of students joined
together in worship, and we read Revela-
tion 22. 

Then the angel showed me the river
of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of
the Lamb through the middle of the
street of the city. On either side of the
river is the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each
month; and the leaves of the tree are
for the healing of the nations.

It struck me that the city of God might
end up looking a whole lot more like Kib-
era—where one’s life was lived in depen-
dence on God and one another, where
one’s gifts were used for the benefit of
the community, where one’s hope was in
the new heaven and the new earth—than
any city I’ve ever lived in. And I might
feel more comfortable as a citizen in the
city of God someday if I started listening
to Kibera’s answer now.

—Kate Kooyman

We met a mother who supported her
family by selling tomatoes from her win-
dow. We met a woman who started a
micro-finance program to give indepen-
dence and empowerment to her neigh-
bors. We met a pastor who defied danger
to live in Kibera, not out of obligation,
but because he found community and
grace and the face of Christ in that place.
And we met young people in t-shirts that
read, “Kibera—God’s great city,” as they
performed dramas to educate youth
about AIDS and Christ and hope.

Everywhere we went we were followed
by children—barefoot, runny-nosed, and
chanting, “How are you? How are you?
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WTS students greet children in the Kibera slum.

their possessions), her father chose to
receive her and even care for her chil-
dren while she went to study for her
diploma, a four year degree.  Other
widows in Kenya are not so fortunate.
Julie wants to be an advocate for
them, because widows and orphans
are often the poorest of the poor.  

Julie introduced me to Andronicus,
another female student who lives
across the hall.  Andronicus and I
went for a walk that evening and had
amazing conversations.  Andronicus is

from the coast, near Mombasa, giving her yet another perspective
to offer me as we reflected and shared our experiences with one
another.  Andronicus asked me about my life here, my apartment,
and our school.  I asked her about things I had experienced in
Kenya, about being a woman in ministry there, and about their
studies at St. Paul’s.  We walked and talked for over an hour.
Afterward, we shared a meal with Julie, Franco, and Gilo, and in
the morning we all went to church together before walking back
to St. Paul’s. 

Meeting these women left me with the sensation that although
our lives are quite different, Julie, Andronicus, and I are very
much the same.  We are sisters in Christ; we are members of one
body.  We are all women studying theology while trying to love
and serve God in this very broken world, and hoping to impact a
church that both hurts and is hurting.  

I have a lot of “why” questions about the mix of brokenness and
blessing I saw in Kenya.  My hope is that I can continue to live in
and wrestle with that tension and with our differences and same-
ness as I return to my studies here, remembering my new Kenyan
friends.  

—Dustyn Keepers

As I walked with Julie to her apartment in the small town near-
est Limuru, I was very nervous about my stay, wondering what we
would talk about.  Yet, with her warm, welcoming smile and quiet
mannerism, I felt comfortable.  Julie is a student in the Bachelor
of Divinity program at St. Paul’s United Theological College, and
she and some of her classmates were each hosting a Western
Seminary student in their home for an overnight stay and to visit
their churches.

Her apartment was one room with a curtain hung across the
middle.  On the far side of the curtain was a double bed where she

and her sons sleep.  On
the near side was a desk,
two chairs, some boxes
with food and kitchen
necessities, a few buckets
for water, and a propane
tank with a burner where
she cooks.  I later learned
that the eight families
who live on this floor
share a few toilets (well,
really holes in the ground
that flush) and one water
faucet.  Julie invited me
to take her nicest seat,
made tea for me, and
introduced me to her
sons, Franco and Gilo.

Julie is a widow.  Her
church was supportive of

her coming to study theology, but they do not assist her financially.
The financial support she does have is enough for her to live on
but does not provide for her sons.  She explained how fortunate
she is that after her husband died (his family was entitled to all

Dustyn

Dustyn Keepers

Julie and Andronicus
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Did a significant
person lead you to
pursue ministry?

My grandfather,
Peter Van Es, grad-
uated from Western
Seminary in 1929,
and my father,
Rowland, graduated
in 1964.  Growing
up as an MK and
PK I always felt
called to help
people—but not
necessarily through
ordained ministry.
I pursued degrees
in Economics
instead.

How did your call evolve?
While working in Malawi I was asked to

preach at the English services of the Nkhoma
Congregation.  I soon realized I enjoyed that
more than my other work.  I decided to go to
seminary to get the tools I needed to preach
and teach better and do it full time.

What did you learn from your father and
grandfather about mission? 

My grandparents worked many years
among American Indians and then in inner
city missions.  My parents worked 40 years
as missionaries in Asia, teaching theological
education.  Helping others and working over-
seas is in my blood.  I learned that life is not
about us and what we want; it’s all about
God and what God wants.  The good thing is
that God equips us to do what needs to be
done.

How is your ministry different from
theirs?

I teach in the Department of Business.  I
teach Business Ethics and Corporate Social
Responsibility, using both my economics
training and my training in theology.  

When Jane and I were working for CRWRC
we were directly involved with helping the
poor help themselves.  Now we are training
pastors to care about the poor and learn how
to help them more effectively.  Before we
worked on the how to help others—now it is
more the why to help others and where to
find help (like in the area of HIV and AIDS). 

How have your previous experiences in
Africa and your training at WTS prepared
you to teach? 

I am using everything I have ever done and
learned.  However, each country is different,
so I have to keep on learning, which mostly

comes by doing.  WTS helped
me learn how to learn and
where to go for more informa-
tion.  I also go to the source,
the Bible itself, and rediscover
the truths that you only see
when you read it with new eyes
and ask new questions of those
same old biblical stories.  

As an American, what unique
contribution do you make to
training pastors in Kenya?

I bring an outsider’s perspec-
tive, which is needed here as it
is at WTS.  This is why West-
ern has the Master of Theology
program bringing foreign stu-
dents to the seminary.  Out-
siders shake things up and

question the tried and true, forcing insiders to
re-think old answers and come up with better
ones.  I am
unique here
because I’m an
American who
grew up in Asia
and has worked
in Africa for 16
years in four dif-
ferent countries.

How do you and
Jane function as
a missionary
couple?

We’ve been a
missionary couple
from the start.
We both graduated from MSU in June of
1990, got married in July, and were serving in
Malawi by that August.  

Currently, we are both involved full time in
the teaching ministry at St Paul’s.  Jane
teaches sociology and psychology to the Bach-
elor of Divinity students and coordinates the
spouses’ Christian Ministry certificate pro-
gram.  She also works as an instructor and
tutor in the Community Care and HIV & AIDS
Masters program.  She keeps me balanced as
we raise our two daughters, Jenna and
Michelle, getting them to school 12 miles
away each day.  We wish there were more
hours in a day and that we
each had two more hands.

What keeps you in Africa?
I fell in love with Africa when

I went to Sierra Leone in 1983.
It was so different, exciting and
fun—even living on 2 dollars a
day!  The people were great,
and I still stay in touch with
staff I worked with back then.
Jane also worked in Sierra
Leone with the Peace Corps, so
all these connections and the
fact that our girls were born
here keep us in Africa.

What kind of mission training
would you like to see in West-
ern’s curriculum?

I learned a lot at Western,
even coming to seminary with
mission experience.  I would
like to see the seminary make

better use of the Master of Theology students
from Asia, Africa and elsewhere as teachers
and resources for mission training.  We
should tap into all their years of experience in
ministry.

Where do you get your energy?
Other people give me energy, especially

when they are excited and interested in what
they are experiencing.  I’m usually exhausted
after teaching because I work hard before,

during, and after
class, but it is good
work, part of my call-
ing.  Sometimes I
can’t believe I actually
get paid for doing this
job I enjoy so much.

What is the best part
of being a mission-
ary in another land? 

The best part is
never knowing what
will happen next.
Anything can and
does happen, and
even if it is routine for

others, it is new/exotic for me since I am still
discovering things about this country and cul-
ture.  Kenya is also very beautiful with lots to
see and do.

Future dreams/hopes/plans?
I would like to publish my Masters thesis

and then pursue another degree.  I want to
keep learning, and I dream of becoming as
good of a teacher as my professors were at
WTS.  I just hope and pray someone will look
up to me that way someday.  I’m still working
on getting to that level of excellence, and with
God’s help maybe I will.

Alum Profile

Rowland Van Es, Jr. ‘99 & ‘03

Lecturer in Bible and 
Business Ethics, St. Paul’s 
United Theological College, 

Limuru, Kenya

Rowland on his father’s shoulders in 1966
while Rowland, Sr. and Judy get a “walk-

ing Taiwanese Lesson.”  (the teacher is
carrying their daughter, AmyJo)  The chil-
dren learned Taiwanese quickly and also

learned Mandarin Chinese at school.

Rowland teaching Business Ethics at St. Paul’s

Jenna, Michelle, Jane and Rowland Van Es

b. 1961, New York City (son of Rowland & Judy Van Es, missionaries)   
Elementary School in Tainan, Taiwan; High School in Dumaguete, Philippines
BA in Economics, Hope College, 1983; MA in Economics, Michigan State Uni-

versity, 1990; M.Div. WTS, 1999; Th.M. WTS, 2003.  
Married Jane VanderHaar in 1990; Children: Jenna, 13 and Michelle, 11 
Positions held:
(1983-85) Inland Fisheries Volunteer, US Peace Corps, Sierra Leone
(1986-88) Community Developer, Christian Reformed World Relief Committee,

Sierra Leone
(1988-90) Graduate Teaching Assistant, Dept of Economics, Michigan State

University, Lansing, MI
(1990-96) Malawi Program Director for CRWRC working with the Relief &

Development Committee of the Church of Central Africa, Presbyterian, in
Nkhoma, Malawi

(1998) Assistant Chaplain, Hospice of Holland, Holland, MI
(1999) Rowland and Jane are appointed Missionaries of the Reformed Church

in America to serve in Africa
(2000-2003) Lecturer in Bible and Theology, Diocesan School of Evangelism,

Banjul, The Gambia
(2004-present) Lecturer in Bible and Business Ethics, St. Paul’s United Theo-

logical College, Limuru, Kenya

Lifenotes
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If you come to the Stanton Reformed
Church parsonage, you’ll see I don’t have
too much furniture.  In fact, when I moved
from Hoboken to Stanton the movers said,
“This is it?”  And I thought I had a lot! 

I visit parishioners’ homes and see the
eclectic mix of overstuffed chairs, chaise
lounges and sofas next to antiques
acquired along life’s journey, and it all
goes together so nicely.  I must admit, I’ve
started to feel like my home is a bit sparse,
especially as I look at the TV mounted on
plastic filing cubes and my lamp and
phone on the rickety old nightstand I
bought secondhand.  

So, last year I broke down and bought a
beautiful armoire I was coveting from
Ethan Allen—a glorious 84 inch tall marvel
that cost me more than I care to admit.  It
is the crowning glory of my bedroom.  

When it arrived I called my best friends
to come and see.  We gathered in the room
to look at it.  I even invited people to touch
it and feel the smoothness of the wood.  I
didn’t fill it up for weeks, so afraid of
scratching it.  I would sit in bed at night
and hardly believe I had something so
wonderful!  In my euphoric state I emailed
pictures of it to friends out of state to
share in my joy.  Yes, I know this is a bit
overboard, but after all, it is Ethan Allen.  

From that moment on I dreamed about
the rest of the set…the headboard and
footboard to adorn my bed and the night-
stand to replace the rickety one about to
fall apart any minute.  I’ll get two night
stands, one for each side!  From time to
time I’d go to the store to look at the set
and check my bank account to justify
spending that much. 

Then I traveled to Obuasi, Ghana for the
third time.  Some of the children there
don’t have running water or even a toilet
as we know it.  Some live in cement struc-

tures of two or three
rooms, and others

live in mud brick
homes.  Most have one pair

of play clothes and one uniform for school.  
The children crowded around me to look

at pictures on my digital camera.  They
wanted to see America, so we looked at
snapshots of my street, the church build-
ing, the sanctuary, and my house.  As we
clicked through them, their eyes widened
with unbelief as I told them about each
photo.  

When we got to my house I hesitated
before saying, “This is my home.”  One
child said, “That is all for you?”  My heart
sank.  I thought to myself, he wouldn’t
mind the plastic TV stand and rickety old
night table.  

Another child asked, “Do you live there
with your husband and children?”  I
looked at this child
who had been
wearing the same
red shirt all week,
and my throat
tightened because I
realized how it
must look, me all
alone in what
seemed to them a
HUGE house.  

I replied, “I’m
not married yet,
and I don’t have
any children.  I
live with my dog and two cats.”  Then, to
feel better in front of these impoverished
children I continued, “But when I do get
married, my husband and children will
share it with me.” …as if somehow that
would make the house seem smaller.
But it didn’t.  And in that moment a
voice in my head screamed, “Your dog

and cats live more comfortably than
these children!”  

I had to fight back tears as I hugged the
child on my lap.  I became acutely aware
once again of how much I had been given
(regardless of my sparsely furnished house)
and how much I had to give.  It suddenly
seemed that the time and resources I had
given up to this point were a good effort
but not enough—not when I live the way I
do and these children live the way they do. 

While I was in Obuasi, the first phase of
Christ Community School opened.  We had
worked on this project for three years and
raised $100,000 for its construction.  The
school is concrete with glass windows, two
fully equipped bathrooms with three toilets
and one sink each, four classrooms with
desks, adequate lighting, ceiling fans, elec-
trical outlets, a teachers lounge, storage,
and a playground.  This is astounding for a

small village in West
Africa.  When school
opened September 18,
2006 there were 125
enrolled for pre-K
through 1st grade.
Now we need to com-
plete the second phase
for the rest of the chil-
dren.  There is still a
lot of money to raise
and work to do.  

My trip back to
Ghana put it all into
perspective again.

When I came home, that armoire didn’t
look so glorious after all.  And I realized I
could live without the headboard, footboard
and nightstands quite a while longer.  

A good work is being done in Ghana,
and for me that is more important.  

2 Corinthians 9:7–8

Reflections of Ministry

All In Perspective… by Faith Michelle Link

__________
Rev. Faith Michelle Link ‘95 is the pastor of Stanton Reformed Church, Stanton, NJ.

You may have noticed
a theme in this issue of
people being challenged
to step outside of their
comfort zones.  

In late January, Bill
Van Auken and I had
the privilege of spending
nine days in India to
explore possible mission
relationships for our
local congregation, Trin-
ity Reformed Church.  I
think I am a pretty

savvy domestic traveler, but not internationally, especially not to a
Third World country.  I reluctantly agreed to step far outside of
my comfort zone (Bill was very patient with my compulsive, per-

fectionist tendencies) and trust God.  What an experience!  The
trip ended up stretching me in ways that could not have hap-
pened if I had remained where I was comfortable.

I talk with students daily who have stepped out of their com-
fort zone to attend Western Seminary—academic, social, geo-
graphic, and financial comfort zones.  They have overcome anxi-
eties and made sacrifices to follow God’s call on their life.  

These students have trusted God to provide for their needs,
and God has used you through your prayers, encouragement
and financial support as instruments of His grace.  Our students
thank you for this and trust God will continue to use you in this
way.

Every day God provides opportunities for us to step outside of
our comfort zones and trust Him.  How will you respond today?

Ken Neevel
Vice President of Advancement & Communications

Where is your comfort zone?

These women are the two cooks for John
Roberts Theological Seminary in India.  

They cook over firewood, serving
150 students each day.

Children in Obuasi, Ghana, enjoy their new 
playground at Christ Community School.

•
Stanton, New Jersey
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Participants on Dr. Donald Bruggink’s
overseas trips never forget them.  For
many it is a once-in-a-lifetime privilege to
learn about biblical and church history in
the very places where that history was
made.  

Jeff Allen, a 2005 M.Div. graduate,
traveled to Rome in 2003 and spent two
weeks under Don’s teaching. 

“Our time together in Rome combined
with my preparation and study of the

Sistine Chapel made history so real for
me!” Jeff says. 

Twice a year, Dr. Bruggink offers travel
seminars to places such as Greece,
Turkey, Spain, Russia, Rome, and other
significant destinations through the Jour-
ney Overseas program.  Many students
augment their learning with independent
study projects to earn academic credits.

To make these trips affordable for more
seminary students, friends of Dr. Brug-

gink have seeded The Donald J. Bruggink
Scholarship for Overseas Study.

Anyone can contribute to this fund,
and all donors who contribute $1000 or
more will be recognized as Bruggink
Scholarship Fund Founders.

To make a special gift to this fund,
simply include a notation of “Bruggink
Scholarship” with your gift.  You will
make a lifelong impact on a Western
Seminary student.

New Scholarship for Overseas Studies

Last summer five students and two professors from
WTS were blessed through the generosity of a friend of
Western to study Biblical Hebrew in the Holy Land.  Old
Testament Professors Tom Boogaart and Carol Bechtel
planned the trip to learn a new method for teaching
Hebrew.  I joined the expedition and then helped to
implement the teaching tools last semester.

Before we checked in at the ulpan (Hebrew school), our
group met with RCA missionary Marlin Vis in Jerusalem.
He helped get us settled, sharing things he had learned
since he and Sally moved there.  With Marlin as our guide
we saw many well-known biblical sites in the Old City and
stayed overnight in Bethlehem.  This was one of the most
moving parts of our trip, as we observed firsthand what
the policies of division and enclosure really mean for those

who live behind the
walls being built.

We traveled back
into Jerusalem
through one of the
security check-
points, only to gain
insight into what it
means to be an
American in other
parts of the world—
we were waved
through just by
showing our pass-
ports.  I gained new
appreciation for the
freedom I have to
move about.

Studying Hebrew
at the ulpan was a

unique experience.  Monday through Friday we attended
four hours of class in the morning.  The classes were con-
ducted primarily (as much as 90%) in Biblical Hebrew from
the very first day.  The teaching method combined immer-
sion with movement-based learning.  We were instructed
not to speak for the first week.  The
teachers would speak Hebrew to
give commands and teach us
nouns, and we would respond by
jumping, running, climbing on
chairs, or pointing and picking up
various objects.

Learning a language this way
should be familiar to everyone, as
this is the way we learn from our
parents as children.  Only after the
first week were we encouraged to
respond with simple answers in
single words and short phrases.  

The point of learning this way is
to make the language come alive.
Rather than approaching biblical
text as a code to be deciphered with
grammars and lexicons, we actually

learned to communicate in ancient
Hebrew.  It makes reading the Tanak
(the Hebrew Bible in ancient Hebrew)
much more like reading in my native
tongue.

This whole process made the Old
Testament come alive for me.  These
are not simply histories of an ancient
tribe of people; these are our stories,
tales of our family we tell over the
table while sharing a meal.  Being in
Israel, seeing the places Jesus and
David walked, and making Hebrew a
much more personal language has
reaffirmed and inspired me.  When I
go out to serve in a congregation, I will
do all I can to teach others to appreci-
ate how much the Old Testament has
to offer us today.

Hebrew Comes Alive
by Eric Bogerd, WTS Senior

Mariah & Travis West, Rebecca Town, Brandon
Beebe, Ellen Reynolds, Eric Bogerd, Tom

Boogaart, Carol Bechtel (Greg Town taking picture)

"Raqadnu" (we danced)—learning Hebrew through movement 
and by taking part in the Jewish culture

Travis West and Tom Boogaart enter a security
checkpoint from the West Bank into Israel.

Biblical Hebrew Ulpan Trip
6 weeks, Summer 2006

An ulpan is a school for the intensive
study of Hebrew.  Ulpan is a Hebrew
word meaning teaching, instruction, or
studio.

Location: Yad HaShmona, a retreat
run as part of a moshav (a workers
cooperative settlement) in the hills
about 10 km east of Jerusalem.

Typical Day: Meals in a communal
dining room at 7am, 1pm and 7pm;
class from 8am to noon.  Evenings
were for sunset watching and reflec-
tion on the day's activities.

Excursions: Bethlehem, Jerusalem,
Tel Aviv/Jaffa, Wadi David & the Dead
Sea (home of the spring of En Gedi),
and many other sites of historical and
biblical significance.  An overnight trip
to northern Galilee was cancelled due
to southern Lebanon rockets targeting
that area.

Tom Boogaart and I are
both very excited about
the new approach to
Hebrew here at WTS. It’s
going to take us a few
years to get really good
at it, but it’s worth the
work. 

The students internalize
the language in a remark-
able manner, opening up
the possibility for them
to be able to use it in a
truly transformational
way. 

We’re the only seminary
in the country teaching a
biblical language using
this method, but we’ve
already received several
inquiries from others
who want to know more
about it.

—Dr. Carol Bechtel

Professor of Old 
Testament
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Faculty Interview

Growing up in South Africa, when did you
feel led to ministry?

Actually, I started out to be a marine biolo-
gist.  I have a passion especially for sea mam-
mals.  But, at Christian camps during high
school, significant pastors prompted me to
think about the ministry.

What was your upbringing like?
My family has been very involved in the

Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa since
the 1750s.  Even so, growing up during the

last wave of the apartheid system of racial
segregation, I didn’t really recognize the cost
of “How can you be whole if your relationships
are so exclusive?”  That’s not our image of
Jesus, who associated with all types of people.

You left South Africa for further training in
hospital chaplaincy.  How did that training
influence you?

Chaplaincy taught me how to be less anx-
ious than those around me, which is really
core in a caregiver.  I also learned there is
nothing so urgent that it has to happen
immediately.  And I realized I cannot make
any promises, but I can be present in your
pain.  

Can pastoral care be learned?
Pastoral care is a set of skills, such as

knowing not to fill the silence between you
and another person with words, despite the
anxiety that silence brings.  

My favorite class is the Introduction to
Counsel and Care.  Students come in feeling
insecure of how to give counsel and care, but
the vast majority of them leave feeling compe-
tent.  Any of them could be my pastor, very
effectively. 

What do you see our students doing well?
Today’s generation is extremely committed,

passionate, and often not closely tied to faith
communities.  That opens up a lot of possibili-
ty for caregiving, because pastoral care always
occurs at the margins of life.  Jesus minis-
tered to people there—the prostitute, tax col-
lector, women, and children.  

Many of our students can relate more to
that sense of loneliness than of belonging.
They want to make a contribution to the
world, and healing others and healing self is
closely tied.   

Are students prepared for the expectations
on pastors?

With mainline churches in decline, the
pressure for someone to come in and make

proclamations, promises to revital-
ize the church, is enormous.  

We help students be realistic.  If
you know yourself well enough,
you will admit you cannot be a
savior or a perfect pastor.  We help
students break down the strong
clerical model of pastor on top and
everyone else below.  Students are
encouraged to empower the body
of Christ.  

If you could preach a message to
every RCA church, what would it
be?

It would be a simple message:  grieve the
losses you have experienced, so you can find
out who you are as a faith community at this
time.  

The RCA has experienced significant losses
over the last 45 years.  We have lost members;
we have lost the church’s position of authority
and power in society.  We have lost language
to speak to our youth.  Congregations seem to
be losing their Reformed identity.  The only
way for a faith community to handle loss is by
grieving.  Loss can never be replaced; it can
only be mourned.  

Every loss, even those brought about by
growth and revitalization, changes our identity.
We need to ask, “Who are we after pastor

so-and-so left?  Who are we with less
money?  Who are we as many new
members are joining us?”  We have to
grieve and mourn—lament—to discover
our new identity. 

How does your course, “Counsel and
Care across Cultures” reflect the WTS
passion to think missionally?

It is important because the face of the
church is changing rapidly.  Future
growth of the RCA will need to include
Hispanic, Asian, and African-American
communities.  In today’s postmodern,
pluralistic world, students have to
engage across cultures, but in a very
broad sense.  For instance, I think of the
cultures of disability, young and old, sexual
orientation, race-ethnicity, or the gap between
rich and poor.  

We have to go from seeing diversity as a
“problem” (because we cannot lose our

homogenous feel) to cele-
brating diversity, saying:
“the more diverse, the
stronger we can be,
because the more gifts
there will be.”

What is the African
philosophy of ubuntu?

Ubuntu means, I am
who I am because of
who we are.  I find my
identity in community
and not radical individu-

alism.  I challenge students, “Who is close
enough to you to speak authentically into your
life?”  

As professors here, just giving knowledge is
not good enough.  Students need someone to
care enough to say, “You know, if you continue
this way, you’re going to hurt yourself and the
community as well, so how can I help you?”

How do you help students grow?
The WTS curriculum and we as professors

seek the wholistic transformation of our stu-
dents.  Also, our Student Assistance Program
(SAP) supports the wholistic health of our
students and is funded by the Dr. Stanley
Rock Preparation for Ministry Fund (to which
anyone can contribute).  I don’t know of any

other seminary with such a program.
Students are offered spiritual direc-

tion, a counseling journey, numerous
workshops, formative education
events, Sabbath retreats, etc.  As the
gatekeeper for this program, I listen
to them, direct them to the right
resource, and cultivate the importance
of good self care for the ministry.

What did you learn from your 7-
month sabbatical to South Africa,
Australia, New Zealand, Namibia,
Zambia, and Botswana?

I visited numerous seminaries and
realized Western is one of the best in
the world to do the wholistic kind of
transformation we seek of our stu-
dents.  You cannot just teach for a
student’s head—you have to do it for
the spirit, the heart, the whole person.
It’s the kind of teaching I love to do.

with Dr. Jaco Hamman

Dr. Jaco Hamman 
Associate Professor of Pastoral

Care and Counseling

A favorite “outlet”: Jaco is planning a 12,000 mile
motorcycle trip to the northern part of Alaska this July
with three friends.  Joining them the first two days will
be Dean of Students Matt Floding and Director of
Admissions Mark Poppen, also motorcycle enthusiasts.

b. 1967, Hometown:  Port Elizabeth, South Africa  
B.A. Theology and Psychology, University of Port Elizabeth, South Africa

(1988); B.Th. (1991), M.Th. (1993) Stellenbosch University Seminary,
South Africa; Ph.D. Princeton Theological Seminary (2000)

Certificates in Pastoral Psychotherapy, Marriage & Family Therapy, and
Group Psychotherapy, Blanton-Peale Graduate Institute, New York, NY
(1998-2001)

(1991-93) Hospital Chaplain, Tygerberg Hospital & Stikland Psychiatric
Hospital, Bellville, South Africa

(1993-95) Advanced Clinical Pastoral Education Residencies, Bridgeport
Hospital, Bridgeport, CT and Robert Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal, New Brunswick, NJ 

(1996-present) Church Consultant, USA and South Africa 
(1998-present) Pastoral Psychotherapist, Marriage & Family Therapist,

Group Psychotherapist (Fellow; American Association of Pastoral
Counselors)

(2001-present) Associate Professor of Pastoral Care and Counseling, WTS
Ordained in the Reformed Church in America, 1998
Married Michelle De Vries in Stellenbosch, 1995; Children:  Jami, 4 and

Michaela, 2
Books:  When Steeples Cry: Church Leadership in Times of Change (2005);

Becoming a Pastor: Forming Self and Soul for Ministry (May 2007)

LifeNotes

Jaco and his first priority, “the three women in my life.”
(In Sydney, Australia during his 2006 sabbatical)
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Faculty News
Two articles by Reformed Theology professor J. Todd

Billings have been published recently: “The Problem with
Mere Christianity: We Jettison ‘Nonessential’ Theology at
Our Own Peril,” Christianity Today, February 2007 and
“John Calvin: United to God through Christ,” in Partakers of
the Divine Nature. Two more articles will be out soon:
“Giving and Condescension: An Ancient Antidote to a Con-
temporary Problem,” Sojourners Magazine, April 2007 and
“Ancient Traditions and the New Emergent Culture: How Do
We Reach Out?” The Church Herald, April 2007.

WTS was well represented at the 2007 Association of
Presbyterian Church Educators meeting in Philadelphia.
Christian Education professor George Brown, Continuing
Theological Education professor Cynthia Holder Rich, and
Old Testament professor Carol Bechtel all led workshops
at the meeting, which was attended by over 1000 RCA,
CRC, and Presbyterian church educators.

In mid-February Dr. George Brown took part in a team
assembled by Faith Alive Resources to brainstorm ideas for
the next cycle of Disciples resources. Also, on February 15
he began chairing the meeting of the RCA’s Commission on
Christian Education and Discipleship in Chicago.

New Testament professor James Brownson has
authored The Promise of Baptism: An Introduction to Bap-
tism in Scripture and the Reformed Tradition. The volume
covers questions related to sacrament, covenant, salvation,
and circumcision.

In January Dean of Students and Formation for Ministry
director Matthew Floding was elected Vice Chair of the
Association of Theological Field Educators at their Biennial
meeting in Dallas. The first week of March Dr. Floding trav-
eled to the Sudan to teach at the pastoral leadership con-
ference at the Khartoum Evangelical (Presbyterian) Church.

Pastoral Care and Counseling professor Jaco Hamman
spoke on chronic sorrow and compassion fatigue last
November at The Lakeshore Chapter of Regional Bonding,
Hackley Hospital, Muskegon, MI. At the Calvin College Wor-
ship Symposium in January he led two workshops: “Wor-
ship with Violence in our Homes” and “Worship when
Steeples Cry.” On February 4-7 Dr. Hamman led the
“Beginnings and Beyond” seminar for the Synod of Albany
at Camp Fowler. He also led the synod in “When Steeples
Cry” at Fort Plain Reformed Church. On February 18 he
taught adult education at Christ Memorial Church in Hol-
land, “When Submission Brings Suffering.” On February 25
he taught, “Transformational Relationships and Eschatologi-
cal Selves” at Hope Church, Holland.

On April 16 Dr. Hamman will take part in a panel discus-
sion on “Emotional and Relational Health for Clergy” at the
Leadership Renewal Institute, Calvin College.

In January Dean of Journey and Congregational Mission
professor George Hunsberger became the new Doctor of
Ministry program director, succeeding Old Testament pro-
fessor Tom Boogaart in the role he had held since 2002.

While Dr. Hunsberger will continue an oversight role as
Dean of Journey, Rev. Keith Derrick has been appointed
the Coordinator of Continual Theological Learning in Jour-
ney. Keith will assume major responsibilities for program
coordination, planning, and management. Dr. Cynthia
Holder Rich will have primary leadership responsibility for
racial-ethnic initiatives in Journey and the seminary, along
with her continuing participation in planning and mentoring
in numerous program elements in Journey.

On February 18 Vice President of Academic Affairs and
Reformed Theology professor Leanne Van Dyk was
ordained to gospel ministry in theological education as
Minister of Word and Sacrament by the Presbytery of Lake
Michigan PC(USA).

New Testament professor Robert Van Voorst recently
taught a mini-course on the book of Revelation at Zion
Reformed, Grandville, MI, and a course on Islam at Third
Reformed, Holland. He completed several short articles for
the New Interpreters Dictionary of the Bible. His book,
Building Your New Testament Greek Vocabulary, was named
an “All-Time Top Ten Bestseller” for the SBL Press and was
incorporated into the new edition of the “Logos” Bible soft-
ware program. He also peer reviewed a manuscript for a
new textbook on New Testament Greek for Westminster
John Knox Press.

Welcome!

Classes of 57, ’67, and ’82: Please join us for Alumni Day on May 14, 2007. Luncheons will be provided
for the 25th, 40th, and 50th reunion classes. Special activities are planned for the morning and afternoon.
Meet current students and reminisce with former classmates. All Western alumni are invited to an alumni
dinner at 5:00 in the Maas Center of Hope College ($25/person). We will be honoring Distinguished Alumni
Rev. Delbert Vander Haar ‘47 (posthumously) and Rev. Paul Hostetter ‘54.

This is an advance notice. You will receive an invitation packet in the mail. If you are coming from out of
town, we recommend that you book your reservations early at local hotels.

Alumni, Friends and Family: At 7:30 you are invited to Dimnent Memorial Chapel on Hope’s campus
for the commencement service of the class of 2007. Dr. Marianne Meye Thompson, professor of New
Testament at Fuller Theological Seminary, will be the commencement speaker.

Rev. Pablo
Canché, a WTS
Master of Reli-
gious Education
graduate (’04)
and a member of
the pastoral staff
of Roosevelt Park
Community
Church (CRC) in
Grand Rapids,
joined the staff of
Journey in
December 2006.
Pablo had been working informally
with Journey efforts for several months
in response to the great need
expressed by Latino pastors and
church leaders in western Michigan for
better biblical and theological training.

Pablo now serves as Program Associ-
ate for Latino Education (Asociado al
Programa Educativo Latino).  He works
at Western on Wednesday and Friday
mornings and also spends time meet-
ing pastors and leaders out in the
community.

The Latino Education program created
by Journey is offering one workshop in
English with simultaneous translation
into Spanish and three more in Span-
ish only.  “We hope to see this program
expanding in the future as we learn
together how to better equip the Latino
church in this region,” says Pablo.

Stephanie Croom
earned her Bache-
lor of Music degree
from East Carolina
University and
spent 15 years as a
music educator,
serving four schools
and 1200+ kids
each week in
Onslow County,
NC.  In 1995 she
moved to California
and enrolled in San
Francisco Theological Seminary.  She
earned her Master of Divinity in 2000
and then remained at the school as
Director of Vocational Formation and
Placement from 2000–2006.

In January 2007, Stephanie became
Associate Director of Formation for Min-
istry at Western Seminary.  The position
involves finding appropriate “teaching
church” placements for each student
and working with mentors and the clas-
sis to guide the formation process. 

“In addition to learning new faces, a
new community, new climate (!) and a
new institutional setting, I am learning a
new vocabulary,” says Stephanie.  “I’ve
worked mainly within the PCUSA, but
I’m discovering that Reformed denomina-
tions share many of the same expecta-
tions—but with different names.  I’m
excited by the challenges and the affir-
mations this new position brings and
look forward to settling in and getting to
know my way around.”

Pablo Canché
Program Associate for

Latino Education

Stephanie Croom
Associate Director of

Formation for Ministry

Conference on Postmodern Youth Ministry
May 3-4, 2007

4:00pm Thursday - 4:00pm Friday      

featuring Tony Jones of Emergent Village
www.emergentvillage.com   

Tony Jones is a sought-after speaker in the areas of emerging church,
postmodernism, and spirituality

WORKSHOPS OFFERED:
Gretchen Schoon Tanis:  “Reflective Practice:  Theological Foundations for

Youth Ministry”
Duane Smith:  “Redefining Youth Ministry”
Darwin Glassford:  “Connecting Young People with a Disconnected Church”
Darwin Glassford:  “Navigating Uncharted Waters:  Youth Ministry and

Emerging Approaches to Ministry”
Theresa Latini:  “Formation and Transformation of Adolescent Identity”

$85 includes Thursday night dinner; register online at
www.westernsem.edu/journey

or call 616-392-8555, x167

You are Invited
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News
Congratulations to Daniel Deffenbaugh ‘88,
Associate Professor of Religion and Philosophy
at Hastings College in Hastings, NE, who was
named the 2005 Nebraska Professor of the
Year. Each year the Carnegie Foundation
selects one professor from each state for out-
standing undergraduate teaching and service
to students.

In January Bob Rook ’94 finished in the top
half of the 2007 Walt Disney World Marathon,
finishing the race in 5 hours. As the pastor of
a new church in Sioux City, IA, Bob says both
take patience, endurance, and commitment.

Bonita Zobeck ’96 has accepted a call as
senior pastor of Colonial Park UCC in Harris-
burg, PA.

Edie Pekich Lenz ‘02 and her husband, Brian,
welcomed their first child, Caleb Michael, into
the world on November 3, 2006. Edie is pastor
of the Church of the Good News in Chicago.

Miguel Cruz ’04 and his wife, Brien, are the
proud parents of Muireann, born December 13,
2006 in Palmyra, NY.

Emmanuel T. Quarshie-Konuah ’06 (Th.M.)
has become the founding principal of Atlantic
Wesleyan College, a Christian high school
started last September after he returned home
to Ghana.

on to Glory...
James W. Benes ‘39
b. Waupun, WI 4/4/15
d. Glendale, AZ 2/20/07
Central College, ’36; WTS ‘39
(1939-43) West Leyden, NY
(1943-49) Calvary, Hagaman, NY
(1949-72) Mohawk, NY
(1972-80) Stony Brook, NY
(1982-94 visit.) Christ’s Community, Glendale, AZ
(1988-94 pas-to-pas) Classis of Southwest

Albert Frederick Mansen ‘39
b. Eddyville, IA 5/13/13
d. Hudsonville, MI 12/19/06
Hope College ’36; WTS ‘39  
Reformed Churches Served:
(1939-45) Martin, MI
(1945-51) Bentheim, MI
(1951-60) Friesland, WI
(1960-67) Jamestown, MI
(1967-76) Charlevoix, MI

Delbert Vander Haar ‘47
b. Holland, MI 4/20/23
d. Holland, MI 11/15/06
Hope College ’44; WTS ’47; Azusa Pacific
University (Masters)
Churches served:
(1947-53) Trinity Reformed, Fulton, IL
(1953-60) Bethel Reformed, Sheldon, IA
(1989-91) Yokohama Union Church,
Japan
(1993-98 pas. care) Hope, Holland, MI 
RCA National Staff service:
(1960-68) Co-director of Youth Dept.
(1968-73) Secretary, Western Region;
Coordinator, Family Life Ministries
(1973-89) Secretary, Stewardship
Development and Mission Education

Robert Hector ‘49
b. Sheldon, IA 3/19/21
d. Orange City, IA 12/22/06
Central College ‘46 ; WTS ‘49  
Reformed Churches Served:
(1949-53) Slayton, MN
(1953-57) Gano, Chicago, IL
(1957-60) Bethel, Chicago, IL
(1960-67) First, Prairie City, IA
(1967-77) First, Friesland, WI
(1977-82) Calvary Community, Venice, FL
(1982-86) Free Grace, Middleburg, IA

Herald J. Lenters ‘53
b. Grandville, MI 9/20/24
d. Sioux Center, IA 1/19/07
Hope College ’50; WTS ‘53 
Reformed Churches Served:
(1953-56) American, Woodstock, MN
(1956-59) Beaverdam, Zeeland, MI
(1959-64) Bethany, Sheboygan, WI
(1964-68) Community, Clearwater, FL
(1968-74) First, Ireton, IA
(1974-84) First, Byron Center, MI
(1985-91 calling) First Sioux Center, IA

Robert L. Berkey ’84 (D.Min.)
b. Bourbon, IN 9/13/35
d. Fenton, MI 11/20/06
N. Central College, Naperville, IL
Louisville Theological Seminary
Served various Presbyterian churches
(1973-2000) Tyrone Covenant Presbyter-
ian Church, Fenton, MI

Necrologist: Glenn Bruggers ‘51
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Send your news to 
Carla Weese at 

carlaw@westernsem.edu 
or by mail to WTS,

101 E. 13th St.,
Holland, MI 49423

Special Gifts to Western Seminary

Arlene Brinks
Phyllis Baldwin
John & Sylvia Bussema
Marshall & Pat Norden
Louis Remynse
Trinity Reformed Church

Madalene Groendyke
Kathleen DeVries
Nancy Dailey
Phyllis S. Daniels
Julianne DeKorte
Dr. Thomas & Mrs. Laura DeVries
Patricia Foster
Virginia Fuller
James & Kay Groendyke
Dawn Hernandez
Dr. Jeanne Kapenga
Ruth Loeks
Rev. John McKay
Louise Mercer
Peter & Susan Mortensen
Marshall & Pat Norden
Phillip & Donna Nymeyer
James & Carol Radigan
John & Ruth Snoek
Suzette Ulberg-VanKapen
Thelma VanDerSchie
Vincent & Sue Verwys

Andrew & Gordon Isenga
Myra Isenga Barkel

Lois England Jellema
Roger & Evelyn Rietberg

Alda Miersma
Abbe Reformed Church
Wayne & Marge Baker
Gordon & Gertrude Berkel
Christ Memorial Reformed Church
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Joann Cole
Rev. Frederic & Mrs. Viola Dolfin
Dorothy Fowler
Lester & Sylvia Goke
Tom & Lea Goodney
John & Vicki Hirsch
Bob & Jeanette Klass
James Kuyper
Peter & Lori Melby
Karen Merckx

Jean E. Miersma
Winifred W. Miersma
Esther Miller
Carlyle Neckers
Reggi & Gayla Pearson
Bryan & Jane Schwark
Bill & Carol Stewart
Revs. C. Bruce & Mary Ann Wierks

Rev. Henry Mouw
Mary E. Mouw

Carl Reimink
June Reimink

Rev. Paul Schmidt
Theresa Achterhof
Jeffrey & Chris Bart
Kenneth & Patti Bing
Paul & Mary Boelkins
William & Avis Boelkins
Connie Boersma
James & Laurel Boeve
Lila Bouwens
Audrey Burgess
Kristin R. Burgess
Judith M. Cordes
David & Marilyn Crotser
Lois J. Culver-Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. David Dannen
Kenneth & Carol DeJonge
Catherine Dekker
Phillip & Joan Doornink
Richard & Suzanne Eisinger
Marilyn Elhart
William & Mary Elhart
Genandt Funeral Home, Inc.
Lena Gilman
Pearl Grotenhuis
Hayes, Seay, & Mattern, Inc.
James Heckathorn
Maynard & Ruth Herrema
Dr. & Mrs. I. John Hesselink
Rev. Vernon & Mrs. Carol Hoffman
Terry & Ruth Hofmeyer
Dr. James & Mrs. Debra Howard
Dr. & Mrs. George Hunsberger
Calvin & Dorothy Jurgens
Vernon & Eunice Jurgens
Ruth Klanderman
William & Evelyn Kolean

William & Carol Kooienga
Donald & Caryl Koopman
Laketown Village Condo. Assoc.
Pearl McHaney
Sonna McMahon
Jack & Pat Mulder
Dennis & Mari Omann
Evelyn Rademaker
Richard & Leann Rademaker
Lyle & Gretchen Rasmussen
Kevin & Wendy Rebhan
Nancy J. Rebhan
Jerrald & Elsie Redeker
Ruth Rewerts
Donald & Jody Schiedel, Jr.
Anne Schoon
Mary K. Schoon
David & Paula Schriemer
Second Reformed Church
John & Evelyn Smallegan
Rev. John M. & Mrs. Marian Smith
Simon & Gertrude Sybesma
Trinity Reformed Church
Rev. William & Mrs. Sarah Unzicker
Donald G. & Mary Ann Van’t Hof
Drs. Gordon & Margaret VanWylen
Jeanne VerHage
Muriel C. VerHage
Janice R. VerHelst
Larry & Maggie Vermerris
Dr. Dennis & Mrs. Betty Voskuil
James Watt
Lilas Wernlund
James & Marianne Workman

Rev. Henry TenClay
J. Lucile TenClay

Myrtle Tuls
Carl & Sandy Edewaard
Naomi Olson
Jon & Carol Tuls

Bertha VanWyk
Dr. & Mrs. I. John Hesselink

Gordon & Bertha VanWyk
Revs. David & Nancy Phillips

Jason Verbrugge
Dr. James & Mrs. Marcia Verbrugge

Dr. & Mrs. Harvey Hoekstra
Dennis & Carol Hoekstra

Rev. Vernon & Mrs. Carol 
Hoffman
Robert & Cindy Dame

Dr. Richard Oudersluys
Rev. Russell & Mrs. Eleanore Norden

Rev. Ralph & Mrs. Lynnore
Robrahn
Richard & Bernardine Schweig

Rob Sterken
Dr. Bradley & Mrs. Wendy Willoughby
William and Barbara Lawton

October 15, 2006 - March 5, 2007

IN MEMORY OF:

IN HONOR OF:


