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Late this summer,
shortly before
leaving West
Michigan for
central Florida,
Steve and Hope
Germoso stopped
by my office. As

May graduates from Western Semi-
nary, this winsome young couple had
just accepted a call to plant a
Reformed church in the Tampa area.
It would be challenging. As Steve and
Hope put it, they would be “parachut-
ed into the area” and begin the spade
work for their ministry.

While their circumstances are
unique, the Germosos join a number of
recent graduates who have accepted
calls to plant congregations. In part
this is the fruit of a denomination-
wide effort to establish hundreds
of new churches over a ten-year
period, but it is also the result of a
missional emphasis at Western which
engenders leadership in evangelism,
church plants, and congregational
revitalization. Seminary efforts in
these areas are enhanced through
discussions with denominational
leaders Tim Vink, coordinator for
multiplication, and Ken Eriks, director
of revitalization and leadership. The
fruit of this partnership with the
denomination will be evident for years
to come as congregations multiply
and are revitalized by God’s power
and grace.

In the meantime, please pray for
the Germosos and all those who have
been called to lead the Church of
Christ.

In Christ,

DNV
President Dennis N. Voskuil

Notes from 

Going Forth

I never planned to be a pastor or train to
be one, but God called me to ministry and
seminary.  I’m believing He knows better
than I do, and I would rather do His will
than resist and end up like Jonah.  Since I
submitted to Him, the journey has been
very exciting.  I am a part-time student, and
along with parenting four children with my
wife, Starr, I am directing Vanguard Street
Ministries in Kalamazoo, Michigan.

Vanguard Street Ministries is a joint effort
between The River (a church plant) and
Bethany Reformed Church.  I was trained for
this ministry by a former gang member who
learned from the Crips how to take over
neighborhoods.  This man met Jesus and now
uses his skills to prepare street ministers.

As the director of Vanguard I often think
about how we measure our success.  Does
success mean people are giving their lives to
Jesus while we minister to them in the
streets?  Does it mean people are being con-
nected to churches or in-home Bible stud-
ies?  Or that we’re seeing a decrease in
neighborhood crime?  Perhaps, but when
the Board of Vanguard initially discussed
“success”, we completely underestimated
one thing: the effect street ministry would
have on our volunteers!

One day I found insight into this in
John 4:32.  Jesus was tired and hungry, so
his disciples were getting something for him
to eat in a town called Sychar.  A woman
who had been married five times and was
currently living with someone came to get
water from the well where Jesus was sitting.
They struck up a conversation.  The disci-
ples came back and were surprised to see
Jesus “consorting” with this woman.  They
offered him food, to which Jesus replied, “I
have food to eat that you know nothing
about.”  This scene plays out in front of my
eyes every week as we minister in the
streets.

Most of our first time volunteers are
noticeably nervous before we go out.  Many
have had long days at work and are very
tired before we even hit the streets.  Yet, it
never fails that when we get back from

Seminary students are finding it isn’t necessarily true that “if you build
it, they will come.”  The church of Christ must seek out the lost, and some-
times this calls for unconventional methods.  The following stories are
reflections from two students who have taken the Good News out of the
church building and into the neighborhoods and places where people are
living their lives.

Nate Bull
Vanguard Street Ministries, Kalamazoo, MI

(continued on page 2)A volunteer makes hotdogs for the kids.

Nate & Starr Bull with children:  
Deonte, Demari, Alana, and Amya.



2

Others repent for their previously judg-
mental attitudes toward people in the
streets.  Still others become intercessors
for the people we meet.  These are only a
few ways in which the lives of our volun-
teers change.  It seems like it would be

the other way around, but actually, as
we minister life, life gets ministered to
us.  That’s part of the food Jesus was
talking about.

My challenge to you is to find some
way each week to minister to those who
are hurting or broken.  Invite a family
who doesn’t go to a church to eat Sun-
day lunch with you.  Volunteer at a food
pantry or a community kitchen.  Enter
the doors of a dirty pub and talk with
whoever the Spirit points out.  I will
guarantee you two things:  you will find a
food you didn’t know existed, and you
will discover the empowering mystery of
being the light to a world that is crying
for a savior.

ministering we have more energy and joy
than we know what to do with!  Is it
possible that part of the fullness of life
God has for us can only be discovered in
friendship and ministry to those who are
hurting, lost, or broken?  Was Jesus
trying to give us clues for how to truly
“have life to the full” by his insistence
on eating and fellowshipping with
sinners?  Not only is this possible, it is
probable.  We see it emerge in the lives
of our street ministers in so many
different ways.

Some of the volunteers become over-
whelmingly generous in ways they
weren’t before.  Some are moved to seek
God more diligently in their devotions.
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Nate with a new friend from the neighborhood.

Nate Bull, continued

That attitude prevents them from living in an authentic, loving
community.  At Lighthouse people live life together for better or
worse.  

The funny thing I discovered is that Light-
house and Fair Haven are as much the same as
they are different.  They may look different on
paper, but both churches struggle with many of
the same issues.  This was important for me to
learn, because I want to be a church planter
after I graduate from seminary.  Finding out
there is no such thing as a perfect church
model or utopian church community was huge
for me.  Every church has struggles and dys-
function.  It doesn’t matter if the church is 100
years old or 2 years old, a mega-church or post-
modern, every church is imperfect because the
people in it are imperfect.  The good news is,
Jesus is perfect and the church is His to build
and lead. 

I reaffirmed in my heart this summer that as
church leaders, we must faithfully stay intimate

with Jesus through prayer and time in the Word and then allow
Christ to use us as we are gifted to build His church.  The
church will never be perfect until Christ returns, but it is still
the beautiful bride of Christ.  

My wife, Katie, and I still attend Lighthouse on Sunday
nights.  Will Forsythe and
I still try to minister to
people in pubs.  In semi-
nary it is very easy to
spend all our time around
people who know and love
Jesus.  This is great,
except we are called to
bring the Good News to
people who don’t know it
yet.  So, for the first time
in my life, I am intention-
ally seeking out non-
Christian relationships at
pubs and bars with the

hope of sharing the Gospel with them.  
Lighthouse is an amazing community of Christ followers

who want to reflect God’s reign to people in downtown Grand
Rapids.  I learned a ton about how to do that in my own life and
ministry this summer by spending it with the people of Light-
house Village Ministries.

After an intense first year of theological study, I started look-
ing for a full-time summer internship.  I had been blessed to
work at Fair Haven Ministries during the school year with my
friend and fellow seminari-
an, Will Forsythe, and we
hoped to continue there
through the summer.
When Fair Haven could
only take us part time, we
worked out a plan to split
our time between Fair
Haven and Lighthouse Vil-
lage Ministries.  Fair Haven
had been partnering with
Lighthouse Village for the
past few months, so it was
an easy connection to
make.

Lighthouse Village Min-
istries is a new church in
downtown Grand Rapids.
Pastor Rob Wondergem planted the church two years ago with a
vision of reaching un-churched and “churched-out” people in
their own environment.  The people of Lighthouse spend a good
deal of time hanging out in local pubs, coffeehouses, and tav-
erns with the intent of building relationships with the regulars.
Lighthouse was born through this type of ministry. 

Will and I were excited to work with Lighthouse
doing ministry in unique and proactive ways.  I was
also intrigued by the prospect of worshiping in two
very different communities.  On Sunday mornings I
worshiped at Fair Haven with 1,800 middle to
upper class families.  Sunday evenings my wife and
I drove to Grand Rapids and worshipped with 8-15
kinda “hippish” people who were single or had
young children.

One of the beautiful things I discovered about
Lighthouse is that the people there have nothing to
hide.  They are very open, very authentic, and very
aware of their need for Jesus.  Pastor Rob often
describes them as “messy people”, meaning they
have messy lives and bring messy problems to church.  They,
like all of us, are broken and hurting people, desperate for God’s
grace.  Their willingness to be honest about their “messiness”
allows them to encourage and support each other through daily
problems.  A lot of people go to church thinking they have to be
perfect or that there is no room for brokenness in the pews.

A Lighthouse gathering

Ben Brooks
Lighthouse Village Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI

Lauren and Will Forsythe, Pastor Rob Wondergem,  
and Ben and Katie Brooks
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Marvin and Jerene DeWitt with Dennis and Betty Voskuil

Western Announces 
New Endowed Chair

On October 17, friends of the seminary gathered to celebrate the
inauguration of Rev. Dr. Dennis Voskuil into the Marvin and
Jerene DeWitt Chair of Church History.  

Dennis Voskuil served as pastor of Trinity Reformed Church of
Kalamazoo, MI from 1974-77 and as acting senior pastor of Third
Reformed Church of Holland, MI from 1990-92.  He taught in the
religion department of Hope College from 1977-94 and chaired the
department for many years.  In 1994, he was appointed president
and professor of church history at Western Theological Seminary.

The seminary extends its gratefulness to the DeWitts for making
this endowed professorship possible.  Future generations will ben-
efit from their legacy.  Through the years, Marvin and Jerene have
generously supported many public causes and Christian institu-
tions, especially those related to the Reformed Church in America.
They are active members of the Ottawa Reformed Church in Zee-
land, MI.

Dr. Voskuil’s inaugural address was entitled, “Church History is
Divine:  Lessons from the Life and Witness of the People of God.” 

He reminded the audience that history matters.  The very core of
our faith rests upon historical events, particularly the Incarnation,
Crucifixion, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  God works in and
through history to carry out a redemptive plan for humanity.

When we study the history of the church, we understand better
who we are, what we believe and how we came to be Reformed.
Our faith today is built upon the shoulders of faithful Christians
who have gone before us.

“I have counted it a delightful privilege to teach and study
church history,” said Dr. Voskuil.  “The establishment of the Mar-
vin and Jerene DeWitt Chair of Church History will support those
who teach church history at Western for years to come.”

The River opened its doors
on September 12, 2004.
However, it was birthed 20
years earlier in the heart
and mind of a young man
named Rob Link.  I happen
to be that young man
(although I’m not as young
and have a lot less hair!).
To understand the story of
The River you need to know
a few things about its
planter.  

Two things about my
youth:  1) I loved Jesus,
and 2) none of my friends
went to church.  In middle
school in the early 80s I saw
a disconnect between my
unchurched friends and the
church.  The people I knew
in church and the people I
knew outside of church
simply didn’t mesh.

Fast forward to the mid
90s.  I was a recent gradu-
ate of Western Seminary
working in a large RCA
church in southwest Michi-
gan.  My gifts and training
were being put to use and
bearing fruit.  Yet, a year
or two into my ministry I
received an evaluation that
shook me to the core.  In
this review the elders, other
pastors, and fellow staff
members said, “Your pants
are too baggy,” “Your shirts
are too bright,” and “Your
shirts are too drab.”  Not
only was I hurt, I was
confused.  How could my
shirts be both too bright
and too drab?  

About the same time a
wonderful woman from the
congregation wrote me a
letter that exemplified the
Matthew 18 principle of con-
frontation:  when you have a
problem with a brother or sis-
ter, go to them first.  She did.
To this day I use her letter as
an example of that principle
in action.  The gist of her
“beef” with me was that I
“looked like a drug dealer.”
Apparently my shaved head
was a bit disconcerting to
her.  (Henry Blackaby once
wrote, “Find where God is
working and join Him.”  I
noticed God was working to
make me bald on top.  I joined

His work by
shaving the
rest.)

Skip ahead to the 00s.
While serving in campus
ministry in Kalamazoo the
Lord began to bring my
church experiences of the
80s and 90s together.  He
placed a yearning in my
heart to work in a church
where unchurched, scruffy
looking people could feel at
home and grow to love Jesus.
Out of that yearning The
River was born.  With God’s
leading and anointing and
with 61 people (most from
3rd Reformed Church of
Kalamazoo) we began to
build such a church.

Since September 2004 we
have seen the ranks of God’s
Kingdom swell.  Numerous
homeless folks have decided
to call The River home.
Prostitutes, addicts of all
kinds, former strippers,
homosexuals, as well as
executives, teachers, and
business men and women
have met Jesus.  The King-
dom has come in the form of
numerous healings—from
epilepsy to bone degenera-
tion, from mental illness to
hemorrhaging totally cured.
Shy, mild mannered, middle-
aged Dutch men and women
have come alive and now
serve in Vanguard Street
Ministries, praying with
violent gang members.  A
78-year-old saint has moved
into new ministry discipling
women at the local mission.
A second site was birthed
and doubled in size in six
months.  We have set a
course to launch a third site.
Former inmates have grown
in Christ and moved into
ministry.

In short, we have seen
Ezekiel 47:9, “Swarms of
living creatures will live
wherever the River flows.”
This has become our reality.
Unchurched people are find-
ing a church to call home.
And much to my joy, folks
with baggy pants and too
bright, too drab shirts are
encountering the risen Savior
and falling in love with
Jesus.

Reflections of Ministry

Where the River Flows
by Rob Link ‘96

__________
Robert Link ‘96 is
the pastor of The
River, Kalamazoo,
MI

•
Kalamazoo, MI

2007 Winter Events and Seminars
Feb. 9-11 - “Breaking New Ground: Cultivating Missional Communities in a

Market Driven World” A Journey Group Theme Conference, Charleston, SC

Feb. 17 - “Faithful Conversations: A Christian Response to U.S. Immigra-
tion Policy” workshop with Rick Ufford Chase, WTS

March 5-7 - Ridder Leadership Conference with Jim Herrington and Trisha
Taylor

March 26 - “Global Forum: Peacemaking in an African Context” lecture by
Tom Arendshorst, 7pm, WTS

March 20-21 - Osterhaven Lecture Series with George Marsden

A center for the continuing education of the church, located 
in the Garden Level of Western Theological Seminary

Registration information: www.westernsem.edu/journey
Questions? Call Judy Bos at (616) 392-8555, x128
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As Director of Revitalization & Leadership
for the RCA, Dr. Ken Eriks oversees natural
church development, coach training, and
coached revitalization networks.

What experiences over the years formed
your interest in church revitalization?

It doesn’t take long for me to look back at
my life and think how blessed I am.  I can see
how God uniquely positioned and equipped
me for the role I have now.  The lessons
began during seminary when I got to be on  a
team at Central Reformed in Grand Rapids
led by Bud Ridder, who had a vision of what
a church could do to
form people in min-
istry.  Then, in my
second pastorate I
learned the hard way
the importance of a
congregation having
a clear sense of mis-
sion in order to make
good decisions about
what they would and
would not do.  Dur-
ing those years I also
served on the RCA’s
Evangelism Develop-
ment Team, where I
experienced the benefits of a pastoral network
supporting each other as we asked, “How do
we start to transform the RCA?”  The third
church I served taught me the importance
of teams as we focused the congregation’s
energy in a clear direction.

What led to the RCA establishing your
position?

There’s a bit of history to it.  Out of a gath-
ering in 1997 of pastors whose churches had
done some sort of turnaround, the RCA Revi-
talization team, led by Tony Vis, was formed
in 1998.  The team’s findings led to the start
of refocusing networks.  Then in 2002 the
Lilly Endowment announced their Sustaining
Pastoral Excellence program.  They accepted
our second grant proposal, and the RCA
received $2M for 5 years.  Part of the grant
included a position for the Coordinator of
Revitalization.  Even though I helped write
the grant proposal, I never saw myself in that
job.  God used many people to call me to it.

Where does revitalization start in a
church?  

It happens where there is deep, personal
renewal happening in the lives of key leaders

in the church—usually, but
not always, the pastor.
Although it doesn't always
begin with the pastor, the
pastor has the greatest power
to either block or lead renewal.
It really is a renewal of both
pastors and congregational
leaders who partner together
and faithfully go where God is
calling them, sometimes at
great pain.  Everyone who
leads a congregation through a turnaround
experiences pain along the way.  

Change puts the
church under stress,
but it is our ultimate
goal that a congrega-
tion becomes healthy,
fruitful, and reproduc-
ing.

How do you help a
pastor lead change?

You never go it
alone.  We have
established coached
revitalization networks
for pastors.  These
networks nurture

character formation, ministry skill develop-
ment, and the ability to lead change.  This is
done through transformational learning,
covenantal accountability, and collegial
support within the network.  

What is the "coached" part all about?  
Coaches are people who come alongside

another person in a one-to-one relationship to
help that person hear what God is trying to
say, discover God’s agenda for his or her
life, and then cooperate with the Holy Spirit
to help that agenda become reality.  

This means each pastor in the network
has someone else with whom they are
talking at least once a month, who is
invested in what God wants to do in their
life and congregation.  Each network has
2-3 coaches.  We are beginning to see fruit
denomination-wide as coached pastors are
making strides they were less likely to have
made before.   

How does a person become a coach?  
If a person’s passion is to want to help

others succeed, we can teach them how to
listen better and how to ask good questions.
Those are the two key coaching skills.  So far

we’ve trained over 200 people in
the RCA to be coaches.  Coaches
are invited to training events by
regional synod staff.

How is this different from men-
toring?

I can best answer that through
a story... One of our competent,
seasoned pastors was assigned a
coach who was three years out of
seminary.  The pastor thought,
“Ok, I’ll go along with it; I’m a team
player.”  Well, this seasoned pastor
has found that in nearly every
session God gives him a new
insight through the questions the
young pastor asks.  This young
pastor could never be the other
pastor’s mentor—he doesn’t have

experience.  But he doesn’t
have to.  To be a coach he
just has to listen and ask
good questions.  

We knew we couldn’t build
what we needed on the back
of mentors, because there
aren’t enough to go around,
but we discovered a wide
range of people can be good
coaches.

How are you taking the idea of revitaliza-
tion into the seminary?

Vicky Menning and I are teaching “Leading
Christian Communities” next semester.  We
previously taught “Leading a Revitalizing
Church in Mission.”  We want students to
understand that leadership happens from the
inside out.

Leadership is so much about your own
life—being anchored in God and allowing God
to define you—so when things start to shake
and the congregational system vibrates with
anxiety, the pastor is stable because she or he
is anchored in Christ, the sure foundation.

In addition to our textbooks, we will use a
resource Vicky and I developed in our pastor
networks called Purposeful Living.  Students
will reflect, “Who is God, what biblical purpose
has God given me, what core values has God
hardwired into me, and what vision has God
given me for the next stage of my life?”  Devel-
oping a personal calling statement will serve
students well as they leave seminary.

What are your dreams for the future?
This is such an exciting time with the

denomination and the seminary working in

a true partnership to help develop the kind
of leaders the church is going to need in the
21st century, both around revitalizing existing
congregations and multiplying new congrega-
tions.  The seminary is wonderfully open
and collaborative around this, and the
denominational staff has great excitement,
commitment, and respect for the seminary
as a partner.  

I think it’s another piece of how God has
uniquely positioned me.  I’ve been actively
connected with the seminary for the 33 years
since I graduated, so I have a lot of relation-
ships and trust built up.  It’s so natural for us
to work together on this.

The refocusing process has a term called
“convergence”.  God’s character formation,
your ministry experience, and your ministry
skills all converge into a time of wonderful joy
and fruitfulness.  It does feel like I’m one of
those blessed people who is experiencing
convergence in my life.

Alum Profile

with Ken Eriks

Dr. Ken Eriks
Director of Revitalization 

& Leadership, RCA

In September of 2005, Dr. Eriks led the Network
Coach/Facilitator Training in Minneapolis, MN.

Currently there are 342 pastors in the RCA who are
part of a coached revitalization network.

b. 1947, Gary, IN  
A.B. Hope College, 1969; M.Div. Western Theological Semi-

nary, 1973; D.Min. Princeton Theological Seminary, 1988 
Married Barb Leo in 1970; Children:  Adam, 28 (married to

Rachel) & Anna, 25; Grandchildren:  Samantha, 2 &
Hope, 1 mo.

(1973-79) Associate Pastor, Second Reformed, Zeeland, MI
(1979-89) Pastor, Westwood Reformed, Muskegon, MI
(1989-2004) Minister of Preaching and Congregational

Leadership, Fellowship Reformed, Holland, MI
(2004-2006) Coordinator of Revitalization, RCA
(Apr 2006-) Director of Revitalization & Leadership, RCA

Lifenotes

“How can WTS faculty become better equipped in church
revitalization and support students interested in church
planting?”

That question led professors Jim Brownson, Theresa
Latini, and Matt Floding into a conversation with RCA’s Ken
Eriks, Tim Vink, and Vicky Menning.  The resulting plan for
faculty development will give each WTS faculty member the
opportunity to spend a weekend at a new church start.  The
faculty was unanimous in their support of the new venture.  

Over twenty church starts across the country ranging from
1-3 years old have extended an invitation for WTS professors
to visit.

As faculty members meet with lay leaders and pastors,
attend worship services, and interact with congregations,
they will get a fresh look at the challenges faced by new
church start pastors.  Insights gleaned will be summarized
and discussed with the rest of the faculty in April 2007 and
will be incorporated into teaching and curriculum.F
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On September 12, Western
Theological Seminary broke
ground for the innovative
Friendship House.  Friends,
supporters, and future residents
gathered to share excitement for
the expected benefits this new
endeavor will have on students
and the community.

The Friendship House will
have six residential suites,
each designed to house three
seminarians and one adult with
cognitive impairments.  There
will be an on-site residence
director, and a social worker will
make monthly visits.

The setting is on the corner of
13th St. and College Avenue in
Holland (see photo below).  The
house in the foreground was
donated to Jubilee Ministries,
who will move it several blocks
southwest.

The project is due for comple-
tion in the summer of 2007.

Faculty News
Todd Billings, assistant professor of theology, reviewed Violence,

Hospitality, and the Cross: Reappropriating the Atonement Tradition,
by Hans Boersma, in Interpretation (July 2006), p. 352.

On Oct. 22 New Testament professor Jim Brownson led a work-
shop on baptism for pastors and church leaders at The Reformed
Church of Scotia outside of Schenectady, NY for the Regional Synod
of Albany.

On November 11 George Hunsberger, Dean of Journey, was
honored as Alumnus of the Year at his alma mater, Belhaven College,
in Jackson, MS. He also celebrated his 40th year class reunion
accompanied by his wife, Katherine, who earned degrees from Bel-
haven in 1973 and 1988. Dr. Hunsberger taught there from 1980-
1989 before coming to WTS.

Dr. Hunsberger will speak at the Missional Journey Group confer-
ence, “Breaking New Ground: Cultivating Missional Communities in a
Market Driven World,” Feb 9-11, 2007 in Charleston, SC. Contact
journey@westernsem.edu for conference information.

On August 19, Chris Kaiser, professor of systematic theology,
was installed as an “honorary teacher” at Sárospatak Reformed The-
ological Academy in Sárospatak, Hungary. He is shown receiving the
“Diploma Professoris
Honoris Causa” from
Rector Börzsönyi.

Several teachers
were recognized as
part of the 475th
anniversary celebra-
tion of the founding
of the school, where
the current six-year
program is equivalent
to a combined col-
lege and seminary
program here. The
photo is courtesy of Rev. Kali Szabolcs Barna, Reformed minister at
the Alsóváros congregation in Marosvásárhely, Romania.

In October Dr. Kaiser led a three-day workshop on science and
faith for the Albany Synod at Camp Fowler.

During October Theresa Latini, assistant professor of pastoral
and congregational care, taught the adult education series, “Com-
passionate Communication in the Church,” at Hamilton Reformed
Church. On November 26 and December 3 she is teaching a mini-
series on prayer at Fifth Reformed, Grand Rapids, MI. She is also
providing consultation for the Shepherding Ministry of the West
Michigan Presbytery.

Over the summer and fall New Testament professor Robert Van
Voorst preached in RCA and PCUSA churches in Indiana and Michi-
gan. He taught church mini-courses on a variety of topics at Thor-
napple Community Church (RCA), Hope Reformed Church, and the
Church of the Servant (CRC), all in Grand Rapids. At the international
Society of Biblical Literature conference at the University of Edin-
burgh he read a paper proposing a new explanation for why there is
no thanksgiving section in Paul’s letter to the Galatians. He taught
an intensive course in biblical interpretation for PCUSA educators at
Alma College. Dr. Van Voorst completed several articles for publica-
tion in the forthcoming New Interpreters Dictionary of the Bible and
peer reviewed a book manuscript on the Gospel of Thomas for West-
minster John Knox Press. His happiest activity was officiating at the
marriage of his son Richard to Bonnie Reynolds in Tampa, Florida.

Professors of Old Testament Carol Bechtel and Tom Boogaart
led a group of WTS students to Israel during the summer to study
Hebrew in Jerusalem for six weeks. They are incorporating an
innovative new way of teaching and learning Hebrew into Hebrew
classes this fall. An article will appear in the March issue of The
Commons.

Friendship House Groundbreaking

Israel trip participants:  Eric Bogerd, Travis & Mariah
West, Carol's daughter Ellen Reynolds, Brandon Beebe,

Carol Bechtel, Tom Boogaart, Rebecca & Greg Town

Mayor Al McGeehan expresses enthusiasm for the
project, gesturing to where the building will stand.

Jeff Fiet, Deborah Sterken, Dennis Voskuil, Seth VanderBroek, Carol Wagner, Matt Floding

The Reformed Review is published online. You can find
issues at www.westernsem.edu/Brix?pageID=13663 

The Autumn 2006 issue of Reformed Review (volume 60,
number 1) is "The Belhar Confession and the RCA" and
includes papers from Paul Fries, Doug Fromm, Seth Kaper-
Dale, Gregg Mast and others.
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Faculty Interview

What church experi-
ences influenced your
decision to serve in
full-time ministry?

My mother recalls me
declaring, at age eleven,
that I wanted to grow up
to be a preacher.
Though I don’t remember
this comment, I do recall
a sense of being called to
ministry.  I trace this
back to the influence of a
close family friend, an
African American woman who served as an
associate pastor of an AME Zion church.  She
modeled what was possible for women in
church leadership.

Overall, the foundations of my faith were
laid in my early childhood as a member of the
Roman Catholic Church.  In my early teens,
I gained new understanding of God when my
parents switched to an Assembly of God
congregation.  Then I discovered my spiritual
home in a Presbyterian church while in col-
lege.  In this way, my faith development is
similar to our students at WTS, many of
whom have not grown up rooted in one
theological tradition.

What effect does a lack of roots
have?

People often long to be grafted into a
tradition, because it grounds and
secures our identity.  Connection to a
tradition with historic roots is an anti-
dote to the “homelessness” experienced
in our transient and pluralistic society.
These longings are particularly
poignant for adolescents.

You’re teaching “Adolescence and
Popular Culture” next semester.
Will you address identity?

The primary developmental task of adoles-
cence is identity formation, which has
become complicated by significant shifts in
our culture in the past 20 years.  Today’s
adolescents interact with persons of different
faiths, cultures, and
races.  They are faced
with competing world-
views wherever they
turn.  We’ll study how
this affects adolescents
spiritually and psycho-
logically.  In particular,
we’ll examine various
forms of popular cul-
ture, asking such ques-
tions as “What is being
portrayed spiritually?
How are adolescents
responding to this?
How do we facilitate
faith formation in a way
that connects with the
realities faced by teens
every day?”   

Are churches prioritiz-
ing ministry to their
teenagers?

This is one of my
concerns for the church.  We should be ask-
ing our most qualified, most highly trained
people to work with our kids!  Why do we do

the opposite?  Youth min-
istry is a calling that the
church should compen-
sate and value highly.  

Do you have other con-
cerns for the church?

Mainline Protestantism
still ministers out of a
Christendom model, yet
we are no longer the
religious authority in our
culture.  Other religions
are present and

influential.  We’ve got to think about
how to be in dialogue with leaders of
these religions, including Islam, Bud-
dhism, and Hinduism.  

Similarly, we can no longer settle on
our congregations being solely white
and upper-middle-class.  Our com-
munities are multi-cultural, and this
pushes us to practice what we preach:
“In Christ, there is no slave nor free,
Jew nor Greek, male nor female.”  So
how can we worship with, participate
in mission with, and learn from our

sisters and brothers-in-Christ of different
racial and ethnic backgrounds?  

This does not preclude us from having a
strong Reformed identity.  In fact, dealing
with difference forces us to know ourselves

and our own theological
tradition and to be able
to articulate it meaning-
fully.  This is one of the
reasons that I’m commit-
ted to helping students
consciously connect their
pastoral practice with the
Reformed tradition.   

Last summer you went
to Chiapas, Mexico with
the distance learning
M.Div. students.  How
does intercultural
immersion benefit WTS
students?

1) It exposes future
ministers to the church
outside the U.S.
Students interact with
Christians in very dif-
ferent contexts who
practice their faith in
ways that challenge us.

2) It exposes our students to radically dif-
ferent economic realities, especially rampant
poverty.  This encourages them to reflect on

how the church in the U.S. might take more
responsibility for the economic well being of
the global church and the world.  

3) It helps our students think about multi-
culturalism in the church.  Intercultural
immersion trips force us to ask, “How can we
build bridges with different cultures in our
own hometowns?  How can we practice
authentic fellowship with Christians of differ-
ent races who worship just down the street
from our own congregations?”  

4) It inspires students to recognize foreign
mission and church planting as validated min-

istries of the RCA.  Students are opened up to
other forms of ordained ministry.  Being the
pastor of a congregation isn’t the only form of
ordained ministry needed by the church.  

Did you ever experience a “cultural immer-
sion” that shaped you?

Besides a few short-term overseas mission
trips, I worked with a group of people mar-
ginalized in our society, developmentally
disabled adults.  When in college and then
beyond, I served as an assistant manager
and then spiritual care coordinator for an
agency that serves developmentally disabled
adults, Heritage Christian Homes.  (This
agency is connected to the Christian
Reformed Church.  I read the Heidelberg
Catechism for the first time when I became
the agency’s spiritual care coordinator.) 

As the spiritual care coordinator, I
provided individual support and counsel.
I led small groups and retreats.  I trained
staff to support the spiritual life of our
clients.  I worked with congregations,
helping them to understand the particular
needs of persons with developmental dis-
abilities.  I encouraged them to move
beyond prejudice to creatively integrate all
persons into their faith communities.  

So, as you can imagine, I’m very excited
about Western Seminary’s Friendship
House! 

How do you hope to influence your
students?

I want students to understand that “who
they are” teaches, preaches, and cares.
There will be perplexing ministry situations
for which they have no immediate answers.
There is no “5-step method” to pastoral
care.  But!  There is a way of being with
people that conveys the Gospel, that
reflects the reality of our wovenness togeth-
er into Christ.

with Theresa Latini

Rev. Dr. Theresa Latini 
Assistant Professor of 

Pastoral and Congregational Care

Theresa and Tom with labradoodle Sandy
“We frequently take Sandy to Holland’s

north side dog park.  It’s become a ritual, a
spiritual practice of sorts.  We enter the park,
leaving our cares behind, and focus on the

playfulness in God’s creation.”

b. 1971, Hometown:  Port Jervis, NY  
B.A. Roberts Wesleyan College, 1995; M.Div. Princeton Theological

Seminary, 2001, Ph.D. Princeton Theological Seminary, 2006 
Married Tom VanDeusen in 2006
(1995-98) Spiritual Care Coordinator, Assistant Resident Manager,

Heritage Christian Homes, Rochester, NY
(2002-2005) Associate Pastor, First Presbyterian Church,

Levittown, PA
(2002-2005) Teaching and Research Assistant, Princeton Theologi-

cal Seminary
(2005-present) Assistant Professor of Pastoral and Congregational

Care
Ordained in the PCUSA, 2003

LifeNotes

Dr. Latini teaching “Theory and Practice of 
Small Group Ministry”
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Calls to the Class of 2006
Master of Divinity graduates:

Timothy Alicki of Grand Rapids, MI—in search
process

Timothy Breen of Middleburg, IA—Associate
Pastor, Sunrise Ministries, Hudsonville, MI

Jenna Burtch of Holland, MI—in search
process

Pamela Bush of Des Moines, IA—Campus
Ministries, Grand Valley State University,
Allendale, MI

Mary Climer of Highland, IN—in search
process

Arthur DeBruyn of East Grand Rapids, MI—
Senior High Youth Director, Fifth Reformed
Church, Grand Rapids, MI

Brian Dykema of Hudsonville, MI—Associate
Pastor, Calvary Reformed Church, Hagaman,
NY

Jonathan Garbison of Des Moines, IA—
Pastor, Firth Reformed Church, Firth, NE

Hope Germoso of Medford Lakes, NJ—
Church Planter, Classis of Florida, Tampa, FL

Steven Germoso of Paramus, NJ—Church
Planter, Classis of Florida, Tampa, FL

Joshua Hansen of Ada, MI—in search process
Margaret Hoekstra of Cascade, IA—Chaplain,

Evergreen Commons, Holland, MI
Norma Knoll Hook of Zeeland, MI—in search

process
Nathan Huisman of Wellsburg, IA—Associate

Pastor, Bismarck Community Church,
Bismarck, ND

Stephanie Huisman of Lincoln, NE—Associate
Pastor, Bismarck Community Church,
Bismarck, ND

Joseph Huizenga of Chicago, IL—in search
process

Rylan Kahly of Tustin, MI—Guest Services
Director, “Christian Adventures” Director,
Cran-Hill Ranch, Rodney, MI

Stephen Luchies of Fremont, MI—CPE, Rush
University Medical Center, Chicago, IL

Thomas Merchant of North Muskegon, MI—
Pastor, Trinity Reformed Church, Fulton, IL

Adam Navis of Grand Rapids, MI—in search
process

Kathryn Neville of Grand Haven, MI—Pastoral
Associate/Assistant to the Rector, St. John’s
Episcopal Church, Grand Haven, MI

Jeffrey Petersen of Shelby, MI—Pastor,
Servant’s Community Church, Grand
Rapids, MI

Jennifer Porter of Marysville, MI—Associate
Pastor, Spring Lake Presbyterian Church,
Spring Lake, MI

Cody Statema of Zeeland, MI—Pastor of
Student Ministries, Calvary Christian
Reformed Church, Edina, MN

Drew Sweetman of Hudsonville, MI—further
studies at Calvin Theological Seminary,
Grand Rapids, MI  

Darren Tigelaar of Hudsonville, MI—Director
of Youth Ministry, Third Reformed Church,
Kalamazoo, MI

Kris Van Engen of Inwood, IA—in search
process

Joshua Van Leeuwen of Hull, IA—Pastor,
North Holland Reformed Church, Holland,
MI

David Van Opstall of Holland, MI —Pastor,
Rose Park Reformed Church, Holland, MI

Joyce Zaagman of Grand Rapids, MI—
Chaplain, Hospice of Holland, MI 

Rebekah Zorgdrager of Lansing, MI—Pastor,
Reformed Church of the Thousand Islands,
Alexandria Bay, NY

Master of Theology graduates: 

Heun-Kyu Joo of Seoul, South Korea—further
studies at Calvin Theological Seminary,
Grand Rapids, MI

Muwanguzi Latimer of Kampala, Uganda—
Pastor, Saints Phillip and Andrew Cathedral,
Mukono, Uganda

Chang-hua Lin of Taipei, Taiwan—Pastor,
Seng bon Church, Tamsui, Taiwan

Kinurung Maleh of Banjarmasin, Indonesia—
Presbyterian Lecturer, Kalimantan
Evangelical Church & Theological School,
Indonesia

Emmanuel Tsibo of Accra, Ghana—
Pastor/Administrative Manager, Evangelical
Bible Mission, Accra, N. Ghana

James Taneti of Samalkot, India—further
studies at Union Theological Seminary,
Richmond, VA

“Denominational loyalty only gets a fleeting glance today by
prospective students as they comparison shop for their seminary
education.”  Rev. Mark Poppen, Director of Admissions, recently
spoke these words to Western’s Board of Trustees.  This is a relatively
new phenomenon for Western Seminary, but the reality is many
seminary students come to us with large debts from their undergrad-
uate education.  They are constrained to choose a seminary based on
lowest cost and best financial aid package.

The RCA has a 10 year goal to start new congregations and revital-
ize existing ones.  In the sidebar to the left you will read of three new churches being
planted in Florida, all by recent WTS graduates.  This is only one of many stories that can
be told, but the most important story is that of Jesus Christ.  As Paul says in Romans
10:14-15, “But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are
they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent?”

My dream is to see no prospective student turning away from Western Seminary
because of cost, and I need your help to fulfill that dream.  Every gift given to support the
mission of Western Theological Seminary, whether it is $50 or $50,000, helps prepare
another student to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.  As you think about your
year-end giving, I ask that you give generously as you are able, and together may we see
our gifts multiply through the lives of those who have been called by God to lead the
Church in mission.

To God be the Glory!
Ken Neevel
Vice President of Advancement & Communications

The Deciding Factor

Ken Neevel

Church Plants
Three new church starts in Florida are being
led by recent WTS grads using three differ-
ent models.

Planter: Daniel Teerman ‘04 
Lighthouse Community Church
West Bradenton, Florida
Launch: September 17, 2006
Mission: To know Jesus and shine for Him
Target group: Families with children in
junior high through college
Type of church plant: High impact model

Planters: Steve & Hope Germoso ‘06
Living Stones Church
Tampa, Florida
Launch: December 2006
Mission: To connect people to Jesus, to one
another, and to a Christian community
Target group: Young families moving to
Tampa and students at the University of
South Florida
Type of church plant: Cell church

Planter: Reggie Padin ‘04
Sunshine Community Church
West Miramar, Florida
Launch: February 2007
Mission: Turning lives from spiritual dark-
ness to lives that shine bright in Jesus Christ
Target group: Young multicultural families in
West Miramar
Type of church plant: Purpose-driven
model

Model Definitions:
High impact = anticipates rapid growth and
expects to plant churches of its own; has an
aggressive strategy for growth, leadership
development, and multiplication.

Cell church = most of church life takes
place in homes.  The cells, or family groups,
meet any day of the week.  Eventually all
groups will come together monthly for cele-
bration services.

Purpose-driven = based on ideas from Rick
Warren’s book by the same name, it focuses
on five main purposes: outreach, worship,
fellowship, discipleship, and service.

Standing Stones
Shortly after his graduation from West-

ern Seminary in May 2003, Burt Bolt was
called to start a new church in the Grand
Rapids area with help from the Christian
Reformed Church.  Standing Stones
Community Church met for 2 1/2 years
before the decision was made for financial
reasons to close its doors.  

As Pastor Burt began the painful
process of closing down this ministry, he
wondered what to do with the undesig-
nated monies that were left.  After talking
with the donors, it was decided this
money would be given to Western Semi-
nary to launch the Standing Stones Fund,
which will provide scholarship assistance
to students exploring a call to be new
church start pastors.  The scholarship will
make it possible for a student to work in a
new church start and gain practical min-
istry experience in this unique setting.

Western is truly grateful for the vision
of Burt Bolt and the members of Standing
Stones Community Church who have
made this wonderful opportunity avail-
able.  Once again we are reminded how
God can make something good out of
every situation.
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News
J. David Muyskens ‘59 has written Forty Days to a
Closer Walk with God: The Practice of Centering
Prayer, published by Upper Room Books. It is an
introduction to contemplative prayer and living for
individuals or groups.

This fall Wendell Karsen ‘63 led a team to Italy to
conduct an Elder Hostel and to do manual work at
the Ecumene Retreat Center in Velitri, Italy, where
Dave ‘95 & Joy Zomer are in mission. Part of the
team then toured Russia and Finland. The team was
made up of graduates and spouses from the class of
’63: Sherwin & Nancy Broersma, Evert & Ardith
Fikse, John & Sharon Kleinheksel, Roger & Vir-
ginia Kleinheksel and Wendell & Renske Karsen.

Andrea I. Baare-Nair (’88 ThM) started the D.Min.
program at Asbury Theological Seminary in Septem-
ber 2005. After completing an M.A. in Intercultural
Studies at Fuller Theological Seminary in 1993,
Andrea spent a year in South Africa with her husband,
Rev. Charles D. Nair (studied at WTS 1988-89). After
his death in 1994, she returned to Germany to pursue
a career in business. She plans to be a workplace
chaplain after her graduation from Asbury in 2009.

Mitchell Kinsinger ‘91 completed a Ph.D. in Reli-
gious Studies at the University of Iowa in December,
2005. His dissertation was entitled, “Zealous for
Publick Liberty and the Wellfare of Their Country”:
Rationalist Presbyterians and the Struggle for Free-
dom of Religion in America, 1694-1769. Dr.
Kinsinger teaches in the Religion Department at
Northwestern College.

Allison Van Skiver ’02 (MRE) has moved to Chicago,
IL to pursue her M.Div at Chicago Theological Semi-
nary. She is also the full time campus minister at
Holy Trinity High School.

Bill Freeman ’05 was ordained and installed at the
First Congregational Church in Belding, MI on May 7,
2006.

Kamren ‘05 and Bekah ‘06 Zorgdrager announce
the birth of Frederick Peter on June 7, 2006.

Steve and Hope Germoso (both ’06) announce the
birth of Justice Esteban Germoso on September 24,
2006 in Tampa, FL.

Jeff ’06 and Jennifer ’07 Petersen announce the
arrival of Eli Traxler Petersen on June 27, 2006. The
Petersens are pastors at Servant’s Community
Church in Grand Rapids, MI.

on to Glory...
August Tellinghuisen ‘39
b. Sibley, IA 5/15/14
d. Holland, MI 6/16/06
Central College ‘36; WTS ‘39  
Reformed Churches Served:
(1939-42) Moorland, Ravenna, MI
(1942-45) Beaverdam, Zeeland, MI
(1945-52) First, Lansing, IL
(1952-55) Overisel, MI
(1968-79) American, De Motte, IN
Other service to the church:
(1955-68) Field Secretary, PSC
(1980-92) Rep., Words of Hope

Raymond Olthof ‘45
b. Chicago, IL 6/5/15
d. Casa Grande, AZ 6/5/06
Hope College ‘42; WTS ‘45  
Reformed Churches Served:
(1945-47) Harlem, Holland, MI
(1947-50) Trinity, Battle Creek, MI
(1950-57) First, Cedar Grove, WI
(1957-61) First, Fulton, IL
(1961-65) Trinity, Waupun, WI
(1965-70) Emmanuel, Paramount, CA
(1970-79) Rea Ave, Hawthorne, NJ

Paul D. Schmidt ‘50
b. Willow Lake, SD 10/17/26
d. Holland, MI 10/27/06
Central College ‘47; WTS ‘50  
Reformed Churches Served:
(1950-55) Pleasant Valley, Holland, IA
(1955-67) First, Baldwin, WI
(1967-77) Trinity, Munster, IN
(1977-86) Hope, Muskegon, MI
(1987) interim, Hope Comm, West
Bend, WI
(1988-90) Interim, Sixth, Holland, MI

Donald D. Blom ‘55
b. Leota, MN 10/29/27
d. Columbus, OH 5/30/06
Central College ‘52; WTS ‘55  
Reformed Churches Served:
(1955-58) First, Yakima, WA
(1958-62) First, Maurice, IA
(1962-64) Riverview Park, Yankton, SD
Dismissed to Presbyterian Church,
1964

Thomas Hoogendoorn ‘75
b. Kalamazoo, MI 3/6/47
d. Willmar, MN 9/2/06
W. Mich. Univ. ’72; WTS ‘75 
Reformed Churches Served:
(1975-78) Immanuel, Belmond, IA
(1978-81) Grace, Corsica, SD
(1981-85) Mountain View Comm.,
Denver, CO
(1985-93) Dell Rapids, SD
(1993-99) First, Sanborn, IA
(1999-2006) First, Willmar, MN

Necrologist:  Glenn Bruggers ‘51
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Special Gifts to Western Seminary

In Honor of Bob & Deb Sterken
Anonymous Donor

In Honor of Rob Sterken
Mr. & Mrs. William Lawton
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Willoughby

In Honor of Henry Vermeer – 
Minister Emeritus
First Reformed Church, Pella, IA

In Memory of Harvey M.
Calsbeek
Angeline Calsbeek

In Memory of John Ettema
Robert & Cynthia Warn

In Memory of Walt & Edna 
Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kuiper

In Memory of Marion Koets
Myra Isenga Barkel

In Memory of Antonio Moncada
Jeannete Moncada

In Memory of Henry Mouw
Emily Mouw and Mary Mouw

In Memory of Myrtle Tuls
Kenneth & Agnes Beelen
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Brooks
Janet K. Dalman
Lavern & Carol Edewaard
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard J. Haak
Mr. & Mrs. Reginald J. Hanegraaff
Mr. & Mrs. David Haverdink
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Hoezee
Edward Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Jurries
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Kiekintveld
Lois Lugten
Mr. & Mrs. Jack A. Siebers
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Tidd
Mrs. Marian VanDam
Lyla J. VandenBerg
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Vanderwel
Dr. & Mrs. Landis P. Zylman

In Memory of Gordon & Bertha
VanWyk
The Rev. & Mrs. Glenn Bruggers
Mr. & Mrs. Carroll deForest
Janet Durham
John & Viola Farner
Trina Kort
Jerry & Linda Kuykendall
The Revs. George & Joyce Magee
The Rev. & Mrs. Russell Norden
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Shank, II
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Skarie
Mac & Anne Turnage
The Rev. & Mrs. William Unzicker
Tom Vis

In Memory of Carl Reimink
June Reimink

In Memory of Sonja Stewart
The Rev. Teunisje Velthuizen

Gifts made between May 19 - October 14, 2006

Mark Bogertman
Associate Director
of Advancement

Kay Namovich
Acquisitions and 
Serials Assistant,
Beardslee Library

Glenda McKinley
Circulation Supervisor,

Beardslee Library

Kristine Gorno
Maintenance

Assistant

Keith Derrick
Program Associate,

Journey

Jeanette Beagley-
Koolhaas

Master of Theology
Program Director


