
Join us as we prepare for the future of
Theological Education

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

AND THE RCA

From evangelical background

Person of color, either male or female

Studying Online or Hybrid 

Pursuing an MA or M.Div

Education self-funded

Ministry in "non-denom" setting

By 2030

From a mainline denomination

White and Male

Studying in residence 

Pursuing an M.Div

Education funded by denomination

Ministry is in a specific denomination.

25 Years Ago

THE TYPICAL SEMINARY

STUDENT

The box to the right shows how the typical seminary student has changed and
will continue to change in the coming years. 

We seek to place the seminary in a position that will allow us to respond with
agility and creativity to meet the changing demands for theological education
so that Western can be increasingly sustainable for the future.

WHY IS  WTS SEEKING A CHANGE?

The WTS Board of Trustees would govern the seminary. WTS would become
“officially related” to the RCA in the same way Hope College, Northwestern
College, and Central College are “officially related” to the RCA. 

General Synod would officially designate three members to Western’s board of
trustees, and should Western cease operations, all assets would revert to the
RCA.  

WHAT WOULD CHANGE? 

Absolutely! The WTS faculty and Board of Trustees unanimously affirmed the
Theological Identity Statement in 2019. 

The Theological Identity Statement affirms our commitment to the historic
Christian faith as well as our Reformed Theological Tradition, specifically naming
the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Canons of Dort, and the
Belhar Confession as sources of authority. 

The statement is available online by following the QR code to the right. 

WILL WTS REMAIN A REFORMED SEMINARY?

The General Synod will appoint three members of the WTS Board of Trustees
WTS will offer all courses needed for RCA ordination 
Students from RCA churches will receive a 25% tuition discount

We cherish our relationships with the RCA and the greater RCA community.

Here are some of the ways we will continue to stay connected and serve the
RCA: 

HOW WILL  WTS CONTINUE TO SERVE THE RCA?

View the video message from President
Felix Theonugraha and a complete FAQ by
following the QR code above.

Open the camera app. Focus the camera on
the QR code by gently tapping the code.
Follow the instructions on the screen to
complete the action.

Contact info@westernsem.edu
616.392.8555
westernsem.edu/rca-faq

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

Theological education is in the midst of a transition that will continue to
accelerate through the end of the decade. 

In response to changes in the landscape of theological education, Western
Theological Seminary is requesting a transition in our status from being legally
owned and operated by the RCA to be officially related to the RCA in the same
way Hope College, Northwestern College, and Central College are officially
related to the RCA.

These are some of the most frequently asked questions related to the proposal.
More information is available online at westernsem.edu/rca-faq.

https://www.westernsem.edu/about/mission-vision/#toggle-id-3
https://www.westernsem.edu/rca-faq/

